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Stars of The Hangover Part Il: 
Bradley Cooper, Ed Helms 
& Zach Galifianakis 
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38 Yvette Vickers 
She was desperate to 
be a star, but Yvette 
Vickers never got 
further than bit parts 
and B movies. Last 
month, her mummi- 
fied remains were 
found by a neighbor. 
This is her story. 

By Benjamin Svetkey 


42 The Rise and 
Fall and Rise 
Again of Black TV 
African-American- 
themed programming 
makes a comeback. 
By Jennifer Armstrong 


46 Woody Allen 
His wistful new 
comedy, Midnight 

in Paris, is one of his 
best movies in years. 
In a warm, surprising 
interview, he talks 
about his image, 
what he thinks of his 
own classics, and his 
lifelong struggle to 
live in the moment. 
By Chris Nashawaty 


Photograph by SAM JONES 
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ON THE COVER 
Bradley Cooper, Ed Helms, 
and Zach Galifianakis 
photographed exclusively 
for EW by Sam Jones on 
March 3, 2011, in Los Angeles 


STYLING: ANNIE PSALTIRAS/THE WALL tepid 
COOPER'S GROOMING: LORI MCCOY tess 
SCHNEIDER ENTERTAINMENT, HELM: 

GROOMING: LINA HANSON/GABRIEL COSMETICS/ 
TRACEYMATTINGLY.COM: GALIFIANAKIS® 
GROOMING: MOLLY R. STERN/STARWORKS 
ARTISTS.COM; PROP STYLING: MATT DAVIDSON; 
COOPER'S SHIRT: DOLCE & GABBANA; HELMS’ 
SHIRT: ZEGNA; GALIFIANAKIS’ SHIRT: STEVE 
ALAN FOR LEVIS; SWEATER: IZOD 


5.20.11 Entertainment Weekly 1 


BREAKING DAWN BY THE NUMBERS 


We know, we know: another Twilight cover. But for every reader who positively cringes at 
the sight of Edward Cullen’s pale flesh, there’s a Twihard who can’t get enough Breaking Dawn 
news. We break down the response to our most recent Edward and Bella extravaganza. ry 


Entertainment 


TWILIGHT 


| love it! I live 
for Twilight! 


Sick, sick, sick 
of Twilight. 


EXGLUSIVE 
FIRST LOOK! 


REAKING 
DAWN 


Love, Sex, fs se 
And One Ver 


Why couldn't 
How I Met Your Mother 
be on the cover? 
} => No more Harry 
= Potter covers, either! 


| 
— 
<—— 
“ 


‘ 7 


é 
Love Robert Pattinson. 
Hate this cover. 


otrang' 


The Brave Ones 
What a touching tribute 
to Tim Hetherington and 
Chris Hondros by Mark 
Harris (The Final Cut). 

I was not familiar with 
the work of either of 
these daring men and 
could have easily skipped 
this column. But Mr. 
Harris’ way of pulling 
me in by beginning 

with director John Ford 
and segueing into a 
salute to today’s wartime 
filmmakers and journal- 
ists made me thankful 
that I didn’t miss it. 


Darrell Todd 
Oklahoma City 


The Pride of 
Pawnee 

It was really great to see 
Parks and Recreation’s 
Adam Scott and Amy 
Poehler at the center of 


The Bullseye. He’s been 
underappreciated for 

far too long, and she’s 
just plain awesome. My 
friends and I have weekly 
Parks and Rec viewing 
parties and basically wor- 
ship Leslie Knope. The 
only problem is trying to 
decide whether to call 
ourselves Knope-heads 
or Leslians. 


Greg Hornsby 
San Francisco 


Trump Out on 
the Stump 

Let’s face it, potential 
presidential candidate 
Donald Trump is nothing 
more than a glorified 
game-show host who 
relies on those who are 
easily impressed to feed 
his own selfish need to 
be a celebrity (News & 
Notes). It’s a sad and 


frightening time we live in 
when the publicity stunts 
and opinions of reality- 
show stars actually 

have anything to do with 
political poll numbers. 


Dennis Keeley 
Shirley, NY. 


Only Time Will Tell 
In “Doctor Who 101” 

(TV), how could you com- 
pletely ignore Christopher 
Eccleston (the Ninth 
Doctor) and Billie Piper 
(Rose)? Matt Smith is 

the new guy and as yet 


Billie Piper » 
and Christopher 
Eccleston y 


unproven. Let’s see if his 
acting ability is up to that 
of Eccleston or David 
Tennant. He is following 
in some very large foot- 
steps, but so far he seems 
to just be playing around. 


Patricia O’Neill 
Aptos, Calif. 


WRITE TO US! We want to know 
what you think. Send emails to 
ew_letters@ew.com or mail to 135 
W. 50th St., New York, NY 10020. 
Include your name, address, and 
telephone number. Letters may be 
edited for clarity or length. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE AND 


SUBSCRIPTIONS For 24/7 service, 


please use our website (www. 
ew.com/customerservice), or 

call 1-800-828-6882. You can also 
write to ENTERTAINMENT 
WEEKLY at P.O. Box 30608, 
Tampa, FL 33630-0608. 
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COFFEE WITHOUT 
THE MYSTERY 


FIND YOUR LEVEL 


Premium coffee as it was meant to be. Finely crafted, tastefully smooth 
and easy to find. From a light and crisp Level 1 to a bold and intense Level 5, 
it’s coffee simplified. Find your level at your local grocery store or at 
Facebook.com/SeattlesBestCoffee 


What’s Hot on Our Website 


Your Sneak Preview of 
the Fall TV Season 


The TV networks present their upcoming schedules in 
New York City the week of May 16. Visit insidetv.ew.com 
for the latest scoop on whether pilots like Tim Allen’s 

new comedy, Kiefer Sutherland’s drama Touch, and the 
Charlie’s Angels reboot (starring Minka Kelly, Annie 
Tlonzeh, and Rachael Taylor) get picked up, along with: 


© A first look at fall’s new schedule 


© Up-to-the-minute casting news 


(Clockwise from top) 
Charlie's Angels’ | 
= Minka Kelly, TV vet Tim 


© Renewal updates on existing shows C2 Alen and Touch star 


Kiefer Sutherland 


WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE WEDDING MOVIE? 


With Bridesmaids (starring Kristen Wiig) gliding into theaters, we asked which film makes you say “I do” 


vi 6 
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‘ M ae : 
FATHER OF WEDDING “= THE WEDDING 
THE BRIDE CRASHERS SINGER AND A FUNERAL 


(1991) (2005) i (1998) (1994) 


Gj ANA ex a 


i MY BEST ~__ MY BIGFAT . THE WEDDING RUNAWAY 
FRIEND’S WEDDING GREEK WEDDING PLANNER BRIDE 
(1997) (2002) (2001) (1999) 
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Let's make him famous twice 
as fast on the nation’s first 
qual-touchscreen smartphone. 


Introducing the Kyocera Echo;' the nation’s first dual-touchscreen 
smartphone. Use each screen independently, or bring them together 
in one big 4.7-inch display. It's powered by Android,"so more than 
150,000 apps are just a download away. Available only from Sprint. 


Together, we can Simul-Task’ like crazy. 
e 
Spri nt 


All. Together. Now: 


Neds 
a4 Mallory Guraya 
. Y Watching videos and sending emails from my Echo 


Wall Info 


Search 
“Double Dream Feet" 
} on YouTube~ 


Kyocera Echo” 


May require up to a $36 activation fee/ 


No cash back 
curre ) 


applies. Phone Offer: Offer ends 6/4/11 


1 or while 


supplies last. Instant Rebate/Saving: No mail-in rebate. 
rvice 


on the same device for more than 22 consecutive months 


BEY! (®) RadioShack. Q 


Focus on driving 


Love it or Loathe It: 
TV Series Finales 


Thirteen years ago this week, Seinfeld traded in Monk's 
Café for ajail cell, and sparked debate about the downer 
episode. We examine five series enders that really got 
viewers attention. —Dan Snierson and Benjamin Svetkey 


May 23, 2010 
The enigmatic drama about plane-crash survivors on a supernatural island wrapped up 
its six-season saga with a two-and-a-half-hour emotional extravaganza: We saw Jack 
Shephard (Matthew Fox) assume his destiny as a tragic hero, the castaways reunite in 
the afterlife, and faith triumph over all else. Some fans were satisfied (and tear-stained), 
while others felt betrayed, arguing that the mystery-laced show left too many dangling 
question marks. Pick up a seashell and listen—you can still hear diehards debating. 


May 25,1988 
June 10, 2007 Some thought the show’s final The realistic medical 
diner scene—which ended in a sudden cut to black— drama truly shook things 


up inits final moments. In 
an unfamiliar apartment 


was a brilliant metaphor for the life of paranoia and 
uncertainty that Tony Soprano James Gandolfini) 


was likely to have for the rest of his offscreen existence. we discovered that Dr. 
Othersjustassumed their cable Daniel Auschlander 

had gone out. After eight (Norman Lloyd) was the 
years of surprising us with father of Dr. Donald 

one of the smartest, most — Westphall (Ed Flanders)... 
unpredictable shows ever, —~ —— who apparently was a 
David Chase finished SEINFELD, “The Finale” May 14, 1998 construction worker. The 
his Mafia No one will accuse Seinfeld of going easy on its charac- twomen wondered what 
drama ina ters in the end: Our four self-centered protagonists were Donald's autistic son was 
maddeningly put on trial—and sentenced to a year in jail for witnessing thinkingasheplayed with 
inscrutable a carjacking and doing..nothing. While the quirky comedy asnow globe containing 
way. Loveit or honored its past with a parade of old characters popping a miniature St. Eligius 
hate it it got up in the courtroom, reviews were mixed: Some viewers Hospital. Whoa, whoa— 
people talking. felt that the surreal, bleak closer was an indictment the entire show took place 
he eee of not only the characters but the audience as well. Still, inaboy’shead? 


Seinfeld’s send-off goes down as the third-most-watched 
series finale ever, behind M‘A’S‘H and Cheers. 


NEWHART, “The Last Newhart” 
May 21,1990 It may well be the greatest exitin 
the history of TV sitcoms: After getting knocked 
unconscious by a wayward golf ball, Bob 
Newhart's character Dick Loudon woke up in 
bed next to Suzanne Pleshette on the set of 
Newhart’s ‘70s series, The Bob Newhart Show. 
Loudon’s whole existence—running an innin 
Vermont, being married to Joanna (Mary 
Frann)—was just a dream of Dr. Bob Hartley's 
after he ate bad sushi. Sheer genius. 
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‘ MORE ON EW.COM For our gallery of the best 
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THE NEW SOOKIE STACKHOUSE 
NOVEL HAS ARRIVED. 


k Times Bestsellin g Author of Dead in the Family 
#1 New Yori mes B&ot 
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SS \ the hit series based ast 
SO okie Stackhouse” 
< sen one 
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The new season of BLOOD Seat CKH® 
premieres June 26, 9pm. Meee ti Or oe 
Only on HBO. Also available as an e-book 


charlaineharris.com ¢ (#) Like Charlaine’s official fan page on Facebook 
A A member of Penguin Group (USA) 


FACEBOOK.COM /ABSOLUT 


ip 


Peta tna ‘yf 


Phatod since SD 


7M. reo tt 


ABSOLUT® CITRON. LEMON FLAVORED VODKA. PRODUCT OF SWEDEN. 40% ALC./VOL. ©2011 IMPORTED BY ABSOLUT SPIRITS CO., NEW YORK, NY. 


ENJOY WITH ABSOLUT RESPONSIBILITY® 


ABSOLUT COSMO 
Cocktails Perfected 


a Vision fiom 


ZOOEY DESCHANEL & “ne VON UNWERTH 


ILLUSTRATION BY JOSUE EVILLA; LEVINE, GREEN: MATTHEW ROLSTON/NBC (2); AGUILERA, SHELTON: MICHAEL DESMOND/NBC (2); MERCURY: JAN PERSSON/REDFERNS; 30 FOR 30: ESPN 


THE VOICE 

The four coaches 
have (surprising!) 
chemistry. The 


singershave & 


actual talent. And | 
NBC has proved z 


MustList 


The Top 10 Things We Love This Week 


that eveninasea Ib , 


of talent competi- ” 
tion series, there’s 
still room for 

one more star 
performer. (NBC, 
Tuesdays, 10 p.m.) 


(From left) 

Adam Levine, 
Christina Aguilera, _ 
Blake Shelton, 

and Cee Lo Green 


QUEEN DEBUT- 

ALBUM REISSUE 
It's been 40 years since 
Freddie Mercury & Co. 
formed the royal rock ; 
collective Queen. / ¢q 
To celebrate, the : 
surviving band- 
mates—Mercury died 
in 1991—are rereleasing 
their self-titled debut (as 
well as the four albums that 
followed) with terrific extras 
like rare live performances 
and demo recordings. 


30 FOR 30, VOL. 2 on THE DOUBLE 
DVD ESPN's fascinat- HOUR This Italian 


ing sports documentary romantic thriller begins 
: series continues with 15 : ataspeed-dating event. 
more films, including a look But it packs an emotional 
: at George Steinbrenner’s wallop, along with some 
years with the Yankees. exciting plot twists. 
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L.A. NOIRE After conquering the Western with Red Dead Redemption, Rockstar takes 


on Raymond Chandler in a stylish, cinematic game that puts you in the role of the 
detective (Aaron Staton, who plays Ken Cosgrove on Mad Men) tasked with solving mur- 
ders. It'll have you saying the long goodbye to your spare time. (Rated M; PS3, Xbox 360) 


BRIDESMAIDS 

Saturday Night 
Live’s Kristen Wiig and 
alum Maya Rudolph star 
in a wedding ensemble 
comedy with real heart— 
funny, smart, and raunchy 
heart. And don’t even 
think about calling it a chick 
flick. (Rated R) 


yy, 
Sh Lh 


eae 


THE WATERY PART 

OF THE WORLD, 
by Michael Parker This 
touching historical novel 
combines the stories of 
the last three townspeo- 
ple on an island off North 
Carolina in 1970 and the 
disappearance of Aaron 
Burr's daughter in 1813. 


THIS IS COUNTRY 
MUSIC, Brad Paisley 
: The country star’s new 


album is an excellent collec- 


tion of tunes ranging 
from party anthems 

to heartbreakers, with 
guest turns by Carrie 
Underwood and a whis- 
tling Clint Eastwood. 


THE INTELLIGENT 
HOMOSEXUAL’S GUIDE 
TO CAPITALISM AND SO- 
CIALISM WITH A KEY TO 
THE SCRIPTURES Off 
Broadway Tony Kushner’s 


latest play premieres hot on the heels of a lauded 
Angels in America revival. This time Kushner 
(who's married to EW columnist Mark Harris) 
uses a retired Brooklyn longshoreman and his 
family to explore racism, radicalism, and religion. 


HBO GO app 
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© 2011 Neutrogena Corp. 


Jennifer Garner wears sunscreen every day, — 
no matter what the weather sayS. 


UVA rays can pass through clouds, haze, even windows. During your life, the more unprotected’ 
exposure you get, the greater your risk of developing skin cancer. In fact, 1 in 5 Americans will develop 
skin cancer in their lifetime. Protection and early detection are the key to survival. 


For sun safety tips and life-saving tools, like a free dermatologist skin cancerscreening, 
self-exam kit and discounts on sunscreen products, go to 


ChooseSkinHealth .com with participation from 


AS!DS. 


American Society for 
Dermatologic Surgery 


MMOJO lis 


with the natural citrus feel good of Minute Maid OJ 


—- : 


rstlook 


An early peek at some of Hollywood's coolest projects 


: 
) 


weet 


Disney unveils its new Star Wars ride unless you 
have a T-14 hyperdrive, the 3-D relaunch of the classic Star Wars- 
themed flight-motion simulator is about as close as you're going to 
get to that galaxy far, far away. The new Star Tours—The Adventures 
Continue ride (debuting May 20 at Walt Disney World, and June 3 at 
Disneyland) features more than 50 new stories, with C-3PO shuttling 
visitors to planets like Coruscant (above, in one of the videos shown 
pre-ride) while Darth Vader gives pursuit (left). “Think of it like a slot 
machine,” says Tom Fitzgerald, exec VP of Walt Disney Imagineering. 
“Each time you board, you'll get a different combination of story 
elements—planets, characters, incoming transmissions—that gives 
you a unique experience.” —Christian Blauvelt 


WALT DISNEY IMAGINEERING (2) 


5.20.11 Entertainment Weekly 13 


irst Look © 


America’s Got 
Talent 


New Season Preview 

We caught up with the judges and host of America’s 
most diverse talent competition to dish on the new 
season, starting May 31 at 9/8c on NBC. 


What do you expect for season six? 

The expectations this year are much higher than before, 
because we had so much great talent last year. | really felt 
it became a world-class talent show and we moved to a 
whole new level. — Piers Morgan 


TV 


LeAnn Rimes guest-stars on Drop 


Dead Diva Why is the singer-actress (and 
newlywed) on the witness stand in the season 
3 premiere of Drop Dead Diva? In the episode 
airing June 19, series star Jane (Brooke Elliott, 
center) represents a movie star accused of a 
hit-and-run whose soon-to-be ex-wife (Rimes) 
testifies on his behalf. “I was really, really 
excited,” Elliott says of acting opposite Rimes. 
“| told her | used to drive around in my parents’ 
minivan belting out her songs. And then | felt 
really stupid.” —Mandi Bierly 


a> Ys 
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Final Destination kills (again) Death can't be denied in the Final Destination franchise. Or canit? | 
“The previous FD films had people who just waited to be killed,” says director Steven Quale. “This time the 
characters [played by Jacqueline MacInnes Wood, above, and Nicholas DAgosto and Emma Bell, left] think 
they may have found a way to change fate.” After years of Saw movies, won't Final Destination 5 (out Aug. 

i 12) have to up its gore quotient? “The payoff doesn’t have to be repulsive to have impact,” Quale insists. “Sus- 
ice LINE DO NOT CROSS POLICELINEDO = nense can be scarier.” But don’t worry, bloodthirsty fans: “You won't want laser eye surgery afterward!” —CB 


Tle. te 


=— 


| love the extreme and the extraordinary. That’s what makes 
it special, that’s what makes it stand out. It’s that combination 
of super talent with being a super individual. 

— Sharon Osbourne 


I’m going to find a star, I’m going to help some budding, 
blossoming talent... but more importantly, I’m going to torture 
Piers Morgan. If | was put on earth for any mission, it’s to 
make his life a little more irritating. — Howie Mandel 


The beautiful thing about AGT is that it really represents 
America. Whatever talent you have, we want it. All ages, all 
sizes, creeds, colors... it’s about giving ordinary people an 
extraordinary chance. — Nick Cannon 


For more information go to nbc.com/americas-got-talent 
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Chris Hemsworth\, 
Stars as the 
mer-wielding Thor 
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From 
Hamlet to 
Hammers 


How inthe name of Norse 
gods did Kenneth Branagh 
wind up directing Thor? 
BY SARA VILKOMERSON 


THERE WERE THOSE who wondered 
whether putting Shakespearean actor-director 
Kenneth Branagh at the helm of Thor, the 
latest comic superhero offering from the 
Marvel universe, might be a bit like pairing 
peanut butter and caviar. But after Thor's 
No. 1 opening last weekend with $65.7 million 
in ticket sales—that’s the second-biggest open- 
ing of the year, behind Fast Five—this unlikely 
coupling has certainly paid off. “It’s a thrill,” 
says Branagh, understandably cheerful the 
Monday after Thor bowed to surprisingly 
positive reviews. (The action flick, starring 
Chris Hemsworth and Natalie Portman, has 
also taken in a hefty $176 million overseas.) 
“The numbers game can be an exciting 
thing, but from my point of view, it just 
means people are going to see the movie.” 

The 50-year-old, whose past directorial 
credits include Hamlet, Much Ado About 
Nothing, and Love’s Labour’s Lost, took the 
opportunity to sneak into the back of a Los 
Angeles theater over the weekend to gauge 
audience reaction. “I get kind of emotional 


SOIGNLS TAAUVW/TWHINISO¥ 30VZ 


BRANAGH: MATT SAYLES/AP IMAGES; HENRY V: SAMUEL GOLDWYN FILMS/EVERETT COLLECTION; MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING, OTHELLO: MARY EVANS/RONALD GRANT/EVERETT COLLECTION (2); HAMLET: PHOTOFEST 


about it,” he says. “The fact that the 
cinema is full of people makes me a 
little weepy.” (For comparison, his 
last directorial effort, 2007’s 
Sleuth, made $46,265 during its 
opening weekend.) But, 

Branagh argues, just because 

he’s more associated with feather 
quills than mystical hammers 
doesn’t mean he couldn’t relate to 


the comic book’s main themes. continue along this blockbuster nat | Akingly 
“There’s a young prince who is “The fact that path. His only immediate plan is to > el Branagh 
supposed to be king who is the cinema take a couple of months off in his HENRY V 
suspected by his father of being is full of native U.K. (The Northern Ireland- 

not up to the job. He does some- people makes Pornstar will be on screen again 

thing provocative that ends up in me alittle this fall playing Laurence Olivier 

a battle, and he earns his maturity weepy.” opposite Michelle Williams’ Marilyn 

and wisdom and responsibility by _Seenaee rey Monroe in My Week With Marilyn.) asd 

paying a price,” he says. “In fact, EE Surely the gods—or at least the MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 


you could say that I sort of made 


a version of Thor with my first picture, Henry V. 
There was something about the high stakes, 
heightened language, and people in exotic 
costumes that I thought I could be comfort- 


able with.” One important difference 


between Thor and his previous prestige 
pics? The Marvel movie's massive budget of 
$150 million. “I could avoid the moment I 
sometimes have on a Shakespeare film when 
I say ‘It’d be great if this could look like..., 
[and they say] ‘Oh, but we don’t have the 


THE MOST 
PROFITABLE 
MOVIE OF 
THE YEAR IS... 


A tiny horror flick called 
Insidious has become the season’s 
biggest sleeper hit. —CLARK COLLIS 


The micro-budgeted horror film 
Insidious is aptly named, given the 
stealthy way it has become a box 
office smash. The paranormal tale, 
which stars Patrick Wilson and Rose 
Byrne as parents fighting for the soul 
of their comatose child, opened April 1 
and grossed an impressive $13 million 
in its debut weekend. The film has 
held on strong, and last weekend it 
broke the $50 million barrier. That’s a 


money, ” Branagh admits. “Here you 
can have a rainbow bridge in outer 
space and not only know they’re 


Bored With 
the Bard? 


: = As either an actor or a 

[apa ie but demand dire oF Bran agh as 
- ; plowed throug) 

Branagh says that while he Shakespeare’s canon 


understands that “for the next 

three or four days I may be the 
go-to guy for epic fantasies,” he 
hasn’t decided yet whether he’ll 


studio suits—are clamoring for 
Thor sequels? “Marvel has these great plans 
and large schemes, so I’m sure they have 
some sort of plan in mind,” he says. “I’m 4 with 
happy we haven’t gotten into the details of it Fishburge 
because I don’t want to rush past this delicious OTHELLO 
initial moment and into any other future 
plans. It’s a rare, rare moment that took a 
long time,” he notes. “It was hard work, and 
[the movie] is actually successful. I’m long 
enough in the tooth to know to enjoy that— Kate Winget | 
because it doesn’t happen all the time.” HAMLET 


aw 


Patrick Wilson and | 
ose Byrne battle evil 
Spirits in Insidious 


huge figure for a movie that cost “a 
tiny bit north of $1 million,” according 
to producer Jason Blum (Paranormal 
Activity). “| felt we had something 
special. But | didn’t imagine it would 
do so well.” Director James Wan 
(Saw) credits good word of mouth 
and a strong pre-release campaign 


by newbie distributor FilmDistrict 
(which is also enjoying success with 
the low-budget Soul Surfer: $36.9 mil- 
lion and counting). “They had screen- 
ings all over the country,” explains 
Wan. The director says he has no 
plans for a sequel, but “there’s always 
a ‘maybe’ in Hollywood, right?” 
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Judy McGrath with 
Jersey Shore's Pauly D 


HEADING FOR THE EXIT 
Major Leadership 
Shake-up at MTV 


WHEN VIACOM announced on May 5 that 
Judy McGrath was stepping down as MTV 
Networks chairman and CEO, it marked the 
end of a three-decade era—and of one of 
television’s most impressive rides. The 
58-year-old McGrath helped transform MTV 
from a music-video channel into a global 
arbiter of youth culture, and she later oversaw 
the company’s portfolio of networks, which 
includes MT V2, VH1, Nickelodeon, Comedy 
Central, TV Land, and Spike. “We will all miss 
Judy enormously, but we respect her decision 
and understand her desire to leave at the very 
top of the game with a legacy of success,” said 
Viacom CEO Philippe Dauman in a statement. 
(So far there’s no word on her next move.) 
McGrath joined MTV in 1981 as a copywriter 
and moved up the ranks while developing 

a reputation as an exec who valued creativity 
and risk. Under her watch, the network 
unleashed hits like The Real World, Beavis and 
Butt-head, and The Osbournes. She also used 
programming like Choose or Lose to encourage 
engagement with politics and social issues. 
“She is a very accomplished businessperson, 
but she was adored by talent—she could talk 
their language,” says former MTV Networks 
CEO Tom Freston, McGrath’s mentor and boss, 
who worked with her for 25 years. “She was 
slightly subversive and very simpatico with the 
content at MTV. She helped create a $30 bil- 
lion asset and make it a creative hothouse 
where everybody wanted to work.” —Dan Snierson 


1. Leo DiCaprio buys $1.2 mil Dali 
painting at auction Ah, so that’s 
why I heard him yell “I’m the king 
of the art world!” and “Outbid 
me if you can!” when I walked by 
Christie’ 's the other day. 


2. Paul McCartney to wed for 
third time All you need is love, but 
a solid prenup wouldn't hurt either. 


3. In memoir, Steven Tyler says 
he’s spent $20 million on drugs In 
related news, ForTUNE has named 
Tyler one of its “Celebrities 
With the Highest Street Value.” a 


4. Jennifer Love Hewitt splits 
from beau It seems he’s not tak- 
ing it well. A friend who saw him 
yesterday said he “looked like he’d 
just seen a Ghost Whisperer.” 


5. 3- D Glee Live! movie in the 
works Special glasses will put 
New Directions right in front of 
your eyes while simultaneously 
shielding you from being seen at 
a3-D Glee Live! movie. 


6. Jesse James says in autoblography that he cheated on Sandra 
Bullock because he felt “trapped” in their marriage and needed 
to “assert [his] independence” C’mon, dude—that’s what a 
“Nobody's Bitch” tattoo i is for. 


7. Queen guitarist Brian May tvkio tos save badgers from cull 
in England “To put it in terms my fans can understand,” May 
explained, “we need to be a little more ‘You’re My Best Friend’ 
and a little less ‘Another One Bites the Dust. $i 


8. Kabbalah cofounder says Madonna had Guy Ritchie circumcised 
Ritchie apparently described the procedure as being “not as 
painful as four Swept Aways, but definitely more than three.” 


9. Tom Clancy’s latest book, Dead or Alive, foretells some details 
of Osama bin Laden’s death, including his hiding out in nice 
house near major city Call me paranoid, but this October I’m 
totally staying away. from anything red. 


10. Kelly Preston backs Charlie Sheen's claim that he didn’t 
shoot her in arm in 1990 Reputation cleared! a 


—_ 


The Shaw 
Report 


by Jessica Shaw 


Bristol, dancer 


Bristol, activist 


Bristol, punchline 


Cult of Haley . _ Cult of Casey Cult of Pia 


Whitney Charlie Lindsay 
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“WINNER’S CIRCLE | 


Anger and Heart 


Larry Kramer at (7% 
home in 1993, 

and handing out 

fliers in NYC last 
month (inset) 


The revival of Larry Kramer’s The Normal Heart has audiences cheering—and 
sobbing—on Broadway. But his war for gay rights is far from over. BY ADAM MARKOVITZ 


WHAT’S LARRY KRAMER doing passing out 
AIDS-awareness fliers in front of New York’s 
Golden Theatre? The outspoken playwright 
penned an open letter to audience members at 
The Normal Heart—the new Tony-nominated 
Broadway revival of his 1985 play about 

AIDS in NYC—and, originally, he asked crew 
members to distribute them after perfor- 
mances. “But one of the guys didn’t show up 
one night,” explains Kramer, 75. “So I took a 
stack and started doing it myself.” 

Taking matters into his own hands is nothing 
new to Kramer. The writer and activist 
cofounded the Gay Men’s Health Crisis in 1981 
to combat the AIDS epidemic—only to split 
from the group amid controversy over his 
aggressive tactics. “I’ve always wondered why 
there are so few people who are willing to be 
as visibly angry as I,” says Kramer, who used 
the incident as the narrative crux of The 
Normal Heart, a searing indictment of the 
powers that be during the dawn of the AIDS 
crisis. First staged Off Broadway at the Public 
Theater in 1985, the play was a call to arms 
for many members of New York’s artistic 
community. “The Normal Heart changed the 
world a little bit,” says director Mike Nichols 


(Charlie Wilson’s War). “Larry was the first 
one to start yelling about AIDS, and he didn’t 
quit until everyone was aware.” 

The current revival—which runs through 
July 10 and features Joe Mantello, Ellen Barkin, 
and The Big Bang Theory’s Jim Parsons—has 
earned strong reviews and five Tony nomina- 
tions, including Best Revival of a Play. A film 
version is in the works (see sidebar), and 
Elton John and David Furnish are trying to 
bring the production to London’s West End. 

“T think more people are open to receiving the 
play now,’ says Kramer, who lives in NYC with 
his partner, David. “They questioned the 
veracity [of it] then, and they don’t anymore.” 

Today, Kramer is at work on a 4,000-page 
draft of The American People, a sure-to-be- 
controversial book in which he outs historical 
figures like Abraham Lincoln, Mark Twain, 
and George Washington (who was, in Kramer’s 
words, “not only gay, but really, in essence, a 
queen”). After a 2001 liver transplant, the 
HIV-positive Kramer says his health is good— 
and his spirits high, thanks to the success of 


News 
&Notes 


WILL THERE 
EVERBEA 
MOVIE? 


BARBRA STREISAND 
acquired the film 
rights to The Normal 
Heart in 1986, but 

a movie never 
materialized. In fact, 
she and Kramer are 
still fighting about 

it. “Larry only wanted 
his screenplay 
[filmed],” Streisand 
tells EW. “I love this 
play... But | couldn't 
have my hands tied 
artistically.” Kramer 
fired back, saying 
she “never put her 
money where her 
mouthis.” These 
days the play has 
anew champion: 
Glee creator RYAN 
MURPHY, who has 
attached MARK 
RUFFALO to star and 
has reportedly talked 
to his Eat Pray Love 
leading lady, JULIA 
ROBERTS, about a 
role, though no start 
date has been set. 
“Maybe the success 
of this [Broadway] 
production will get 
Ryan off his ass,” 
jokes Kramer. “If that 
happens, it would be 
great.” —AM 


) 
(Clockwise 


The Normal Heart. “So many young people, frofn top) Jue 


straight and gay, are responding to the play,” 
he says. “That's the most touching thing.” 


Roberts, Ryan 
Murphy, and 
Mark Ruffalo 
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News 
&Notes 


PIRATES 
PREMIERE 


Disneyland: the happiest place on 
aargh! Johnny Depp, Penélope 
Cruz, and the rest of the Pirates 
of the Caribbean: On Stranger 
Tides cast walked a 3,000-foot 
black carpet at the lavish benefit 
premiere. “This is better than the 
royal wedding,” said costar Kevin 
MeNally. “The royal wedding did 
not have Johnny Depp on the 
guest list.” —CARRIE BELL 


Penélope Cruz 


= j/N 
ny Depp with costar—and Captain A 
inspiration—Keith Richards. P SS 
hink there are so many more S ns . 
res we can take Captain Jack of# 7 ay 
Baid producer Jerry Bruckheimer. bs 
“He is going to go down in history as ® 
one of the best characters in cinema.) 


Steven Tyler and 
Mickey Mouse 
compared ruffles 
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Behind the scenes of the movie and TV biz 
WITH JAMES HIBBERD AND LYNETTE RICE 


Paula Abdul 
and Simon 
Cowell at the 
first X Factor 
auditions 


The X Factor kicks off 
with last-minute drama 


EK CAN NOW ALL SLEEP AT NIGHT: The cast of 
W The X Factor has finally made its official debut. Simon 
Cowell’s much-hyped new talent show launched on 
May 8 with the first round of auditions in L.A., and featured Cowell 
with fellow judges Paula Abdul, British pop star Cheryl Cole, and 
music mogul Antonio “L.A.” Reid, and hosts Nicole Scherzinger 
and British TV personality Steve Jones. (The series debuts on 
Fox in September.) 

Reid, the former head of Island Def Jam Music Group and the only 
member of the judge quartet who has never appeared on a TV talent 
show, isn’t nervous about joining American Idol vets Cowell and 
Abdul. “T’ve had more stars than anybody on the panel,” Reid tells 
EW. “It doesn’t matter to me. I’ve had many years of rehearsal.” How 
does Cole, arguably the most popular judge on the original British 
version of the series, plan to win over Stateside viewers? “I’m just 
going to be honest with the contestants and give them my best advice,” 
she says. “Just help them, really, and hope the audience likes it.” 

The biggest drama—per usual—surrounded Abdul, who didn’t 
sign her X Factor deal until hours before the first taping. Asked why 
the negotiations dragged on, Abdul demurred: “Only Simon and 
I understand what went on. That’s all I can say.” Okay, Simon, start 
spilling. “Part of it was money, as always,” Cowell says. “But I kind 
of admire the fact that at the eleventh hour, she was prepared to 
play a bit of hardball. That’s one of the reasons why she’s survived 
so long in Hollywood. She’s a tough little nut.” —Dave Karger 


Bristol Palin 
returns to TV 


mother’s caribou-capping 
Sarah Palin’s Alaska on 


The country’s best-known TLC. On the as-yet-untitled 


teen mom is getting her 
own reality show. Having 
boosted the ratings of 
ABC's Dancing With the 
Stars into the stratosphere 
last year, Bristol Palin, 
now 20, has made a deal 
with cable network Bio for a 
10-episode series. The Palin 
show will launch later this 
year and will aim for the 
success of hits like MTV's 
Teen Mom and her famous 
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series, Palin will move 
from Alaska to Los 
Angeles with son Tripp 
and bunk with her DWTS 
castmate Kyle Massey 
and his brother Chris while 
spending time working for 
a charity. So it’s sort of like 
The Hills—if you kept the 
fame-seeking but replaced 
the hookups and club hop- 
ping with abstinence lec- 
tures and social work. —JH 


OLOHdSAVULYVIS/SILYND NOINVW ‘NITYd ‘WO S9VWISNIM/NOSWYITIIM Gd0l 113M02 ANY Indsy 


THE OFFICE: CHRIS HASTON/NBC; THE TERMINATOR: ORION PICTURES 


DEAL 
REPORT 


Johnny Depp will 
reunite with his 
Pirates of the Carib- 
bean: On Stranger 
Tides director, 

Rob Marshall, for 
a remake of The 
Thin Man. 


Stanley Tucci has 
landed a role in 
the Hunger Games 
adaptation. He'll 
play the smooth- 
talking interviewer 
Caesar Flickerman. 


The struggling 
Oprah Winfrey 
Network announced 
that Peter Liguori 
has been named 
interim CEO, 
replacing Christina 
Norman. Liguori 

is also COO of 
Discovery 
Communications. 
Fox has renewed 
Seth MacFarlane's 
Family Guy and 
The Cleveland 
Show for their 10th 
and 4th seasons, 
respectively. 

Ricky Gervais will 
voice a spy dog in 
this summer's Spy 
Kids 4: All the Time 
in the World, star- 
ring Jessica Alba 
and Jeremy Piven. 


For more movie and 
TV news, go to 
insidemovies.ew.com 
and insidetv.ew.com 


POILER ALERT: The Office’s 

mysterious, creepy kleptomaniac 

Creed (Creed Bratton) is set to score 
the top job at Dunder Mifflin’s Scranton 
branch, replacing Deangelo Vickers (Will 
Ferrell), who in turn replaced Michael Scott 
(Steve Carell). After teasing viewers all 
season about the identity of the new boss, 
Office writers dropped a bomb in the May 12 
episode, when corporate gave Creed the gig 
due to his seniority. 

“T didn’t know I was getting it until the 
table read,” says Bratton, who not only 
shares the same name as his character but 
enjoys keeping you off guard about which 


The new Office boss is... who?! 


Fast Five director aims to reboot Terminator 


Now that the newly separated Governator is back in the acting game, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger is looking to revive the Terminator franchise. To help 
him in that effort, he’s made fast friends with Fast Five director Justin Lin. 
Hot off the street-racing film's record-setting April opening, Lin has a concept 
in mind for a fifth Terminator movie, one that harks back to the tone and 
timeline of the first two films. “Part of the challenge of taking on that franchise 
is looking at the DNA, respecting the themes, and trying to create a journey 
that’s worthy,” says Lin. “| have a take I’m excited about.” He and Schwarzeneg- 
ger are making the rounds in Hollywood trying to find a studio that’s just as 
excited. “To execute it properly, we have to have the right partners,” Lin says. 
With no script written yet, Lin is reluctant to disclose further details, but he 
did terminate the rumor that Fast Five star Vin Diesel is in talks to join 

the sci-fi franchise: “That's totally false. I've never talked to Vin about The 
Terminator.” Sigh. Hasta la vista, awesome crossover. —Josh Rottenberg 


The Office's Creed 
Bratton (center) with 
Leslie David Baker 
and Jenna Fischer 


Creed you’re speaking to. “I throw the office 
into chaos in ways only Creed can.” Bratton 
will have the title for the final two episodes 
of the season; who assumes the position 
this fall is still anybody’s guess, with Will 
Arnett, Jim Carrey, James Spader, and 
original U.K. Office star Ricky Gervais among 
the finale’s guest stars contending for the 
post. Bratton assures us that no matter who 
the corporate office chooses, his alter ego 
won't go quietly. “Remember when they 
tried to fire me in the Halloween episode? 
Did that happen? There’s bodies buried 

out there. It’s not going to be easy to 

get rid of me.” —JH 


Monitor =—=—SCS = 


\ 


Arnold Schwarzenegger \ 
and Maria Shriver split \S 


After 25 years of marriage, Arnold Schwarzenegger, 63, and Maria Shriver, 55, 
announced their separation on May 9, four months after Schwarzenegger finished 
his second and final term as governor of California. “At this time, we are living apart, 
while we work on the future of our relationship,” the pair said in a joint statement. 
When Schwarzenegger and Shriver wed in 1986, many saw an oddly matched pair. 
He was an Austrian-born Republican movie star, she was the Democratic scion of 
the Kennedy clan (Shriver’s the niece of late president John F. Kennedy). Shriver 
worked as a TV journalist while Schwarzenegger transitioned from action hero to 
politician, earning the nickname the Governator when he was elected to office in 
2003. Along the way, the couple had four children, now ages 13 to 21 Up next: 
Shriver will continue running her official website, which promotes female empower- 
ment, and Schwarzenegger is eyeing a Hollywood comeback. In addition to engag- 
ing in talks for the drama Cry Macho and shopping a deal for a fifth Terminator film 
(see page 23), Schwarzenegger announced in EW last month that his first project 
will be a Governator animated TV series and comic book developed with Stan Lee, 
using elements from his real life, including his marriage to Shriver. Schwarzenegger, 
however, admitted that she had not yet been made aware of it. “It will be a big 
surprise for her,” he said. However, a rep for Governator says the series is fictional 
and no members of Schwarzenegger's family will be portrayed. Adam Markovitz 


The Spice Girls’ 
Emma Bunton, 35, 
gave birth to a baby 
boy, Tate, on May 6 
in London. He is her 


second child with her 
fiancé, singer Jade 
Jones.... Actress 
Alicia Silverstone, 34, 
and her husband, 
musician Christopher 


Jarecki, welcomed 
their first child, son 
Bear Blu, on May 5.... 
Comedian Jay Mohr, 
4O, and actress Nikki 
Cox, 32, greeted a 
son, Meredith Daniel, 
on May 5 in Los 
Angeles.... Rocker 
Bryan Adams, 51, be- 
came a father for the 
first time on April 22 
when his girlfriend, 
Alicia Grimaldi, 
gave birth to a girl, 
Mirabella Bunny. 


No Doubt drummer 
Adrian Young, 41, 
announced May 4 
that he and his wife, 
Nina, are expecting 


a baby girl this June. 
She will be the cou- 
ple’s second child. 


Marie Osmond, 51, 
and motivational 
speaker Stephen 
Craig were married 
in Las Vegas on 
May 4. The couple 
had previously tied 
the knot in 1982 
but ended up 
getting divorced 
three years later. 


Former Beatle Paul 
McCartney, 68, and 
his girlfriend of four 
years, Nancy Shevell, 
have announced 
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Am negger and 
Mari 09 


| their engagement... 
Actor and future 
Superman 


Whitney 
Houston | 


Henry Cavill, 28, 

got engaged to 
equestrian Ellen 
Whitaker on May 5. 


Reps for Whitney 
Houston, 47, 
announced on May 9 
that the singer is 
attending an out- 
patient rehab pro- 
gram for drug and 
alcohol treatment. 


Zsa Zsa Gabor, 94, 
was admitted to an 
L.A. hospital on 
May 4 for pneumo- 
nia. Her publicist 
says her condition 
has stabilized. 
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Meredith Vieira, 57, 
announced during 
the May 9 broadcast 
of NBC’s Today show 
that she will be leay- 
ing the program in 
June and will be re- 
placed by Ann Curry. 


On May 2, a Califor- 
nia appeals court 
rejected an effort by 
record producer 
Phil Spector, 71, to 
overturn his 2009 
conviction for the 
murder of actress 
Lana Clarkson. 
Spector is currently 
serving a sentence 
of 19 years to life. 


Singer-songwriter 
John Walker, of 60s 
and ’70s group the 
Walker Brothers, 
died May 7 of liver 
cancer at his L.A. 
home. The pop trio 
had hits with songs 
like “Make It Easy on 
Yourself” and “The 
Sun Ain’t Gonna 
Shine Anymore.” 
Walker was 67... 


BIRTHDAYS 


Robert Pattinson, 25 
Stephen Colbert, 47 


May 13 


Cate Blanchett, 42 


May 14 
Megan Fox, 25 


Janet Jackson, 45 


May 16 


Tina Fey, 41 
May 18 


Actress Dana Wynter, 
79, best known for 
starring in the 1956 
sci-fi film Invasion of 
the Body Snatchers, 
died May 5 of conges- 
tive heart failure at a 
hospital in Ojai, Calif... 
TV and stage actress 
Sada Thompson, 83, 
who played the 
mother on the 1970s 
ABC drama Family, 
died of lung disease 


in Danbury, Conn., 
on May 4.... Marian 
Mercer, 75, a Tony 
award-winning 
actress and star of 
It’s a Living, died 
April 27, reportedly 
from complications 
of Alzheimer’s 
disease, in Thousand 
Oaks, Calif. —Keith 
Staskiewicz, with additional 
reporting by Stewart Allen 


A former child star leaves 
a storied Hollywood legacy 


Jackie Cooper, 88, the Oscar-nominated former child actor who starred in 
1931's The Champ and as a Little Rascal in the Our Gang shorts, died May 3 
ata Los Angeles hospital. In addition to playing Perry White in all four Christopher 
Reeve Superman films, Cooper wrote one of Hollywood's most memorable 
autobiographies, 1981’s Please Don’t Shoot My Dog, in which he chronicled 
his (sometimes wild) life as a child star. Here, he recalls a May-December 
encounter with Mommie Dearest herself, Joan Crawford. —KS 


I was seventeen, and I began to go over 
rf to Joan Crawford’s house to play bad- 

minton.... I was brash, fresh from some 
romantic triumph, I suppose, and I made some 
remark which I assumed was sophisticated, witty, 
and very sexually provocative. ‘You had better 
get out of here, young man, she said. But I didn’t 
go. Instead, I made a move toward her, and she 
stood up, looked at me appraisingly, and then 
closed all the drapes. And I made love to Joan 
Crawford. Or, rather, she made love to me.” 


+ on 
~qyvaekié Gooper (center) 


1978's Superman 


With Wallace 
Beeryin 1931's 
The Champ 
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\ GTO, GCHOSTUUSTERS 2 
Sale ats A Few Good Men 


Ghostbusters Ghostbusters !! 


THE SAVE: TECH EDITION 


‘iPad Apps for Under $1 


If your iPad is taking over your pop culture life, then you’ll need a 
constant stream of fresh entertainment apps to keep you occupied. 
Here are 10 that won’t break the bank. —Keith Staskiewicz 


trailers, and buy tickets right off 
your iPad using the website's 
new tablet-specific version of 
its app. (Free) 


Lines of code have replaced 
record-store clerks as our 
music curators of choice, and 
this easily navigable app that 
lets you sample its suggestions 
is one of the best. ($0.99) 


An intuitive physics-based 
game with happy pandas 
instead of angry birds, it's a fun 
and creative puzzler that will 
eat up your time like so much 
bamboo. ($0.99) 


Rethink the way you organize 
your music with some out-of- 
this-world visual cues. This 

app reimagines artists as stars, 
albums as planets, and songs 
as moons. (Free) 


Animated absurdity in your 


pocket. Watch full episodes 
of favorites like The Venture 
Bros., Robot Chicken, and 
Aqua Teen Hunger Force, and 
check the comedy block’s 
programming schedule. (Free) 


The Moviefone iPhone and 
Android apps have been around 
for a few months. But now you 
can look up showtimes, watch 


This fast, flashy game tasks you 
with protecting celebrity paro- 
dies like Lady Blabla and Rustin 


News 
&Notes 


Beaver from assorted stalkers, 
protesters, and ninjas while 
they walk a surprisingly danger- 
ous red carpet. ($0.99) 


Tired of your dog’s misbehavior? 
Spend some time with Ben, 

a more cultured, animated 
pooch who responds to a variety 
of stimuli, like poking his 
newspaper or tickling his belly. 
(Free for basic version) 


Can't get enough of Tyler’s 
awesome brand of reality 
detachment? This app comes 
equipped with exclusive videos 
and a soundboard of the Aero- 
smith frontman and American 
Idol judge’s most absurd 
pronouncements. ($0.99) 


A game for the pyromaniac in 
all of us. Drag the fire to light 
fuses, avoid water, and make 
everything go up in flames. 
Then you just have to collect 
the insurance money. ($0.99) 


ALL APPS AVAILABLE ON ITUNES 
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[ like not having to 
jump through hoops for 
my credit card rewards. 


The BankAmericard Cash Rewards” 
credit card is refreshingly simple 


* 1% cash back on all purchases. 


¢No requirement to opt-in to earn cash back. Apply by calling 1.800.790.3458 or visit 
bankofamerica.com/getcashback 


¢ No limits to how much cash back you can 
earn and your rewards do not expire. 


* No hoops to jump through. Bankof America 


the issuer pursuant to license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. BankAmericard Cash Rewards is a trademark and Bank of America and the Bank of America 


© 2011 Bank of America Corporation. ARGSW2R1 


Seo | HERS 


Bradley Cooper, 
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How do you top the 
weirdest, wildest 
morning-after in history— 
not to mention the 
biggest R-rated comedy 
ever? The gentlemen of 
THE HANGOVER PART || 
talk about their far 
raunchier sequel, their far 
hotter careers, and how 
narrowly they survived 
Bangkok, on screen and off. 


BY JOSH ROTTENBERG 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY SAM JONES 
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As a Wolfpack member in good standing, 
Zach Galifianakis had a decent idea of what 


hed be in for with The Hangover Part II 


more insanity, more depravity, more 


men behaving badly, blacking out, feeling 
mortified, and then behaving badly again. 
Still, when he cracked open the script for. 
the first time, he was shocked. “I remember 
thumbing through it going, ‘Oh, God. Oh, 
God.” When you're making the sequel to 
the highest-grossing R-rated comedy of 
all time, a movie that took in a staggering 
$467.5 million worldwide, the audience 
expects you to push some boundaries. 


In the R-rated follow-up to the orig- 
inal 2009 Hangover, opening May 26, 
schoolteacher Phil (Bradley Cooper), 
dentist Stu (Ed Helms), and oddball 
Alan (Galifianakis) travel to Thailand 
for Stu’s wedding, only to be plunged 
into a twisted Bangkok misadventure 
involving a missing person, interna- 
tional crime, a severed finger, and a 
drug-dealing monkey. When Cooper, 
36, Helms, 37, Galifianakis, 41, and 
director Todd Phillips, 40, gathered in 
Phillips’ office on the Warner Bros. 
studio lot for a freewheeling round- 
table, it was quickly apparent that 
what had happened in Bangkok was 
not going to stay in Bangkok. 


EW The first Hangover didn’t sound 
like a very promising movie going in. 
The title alone sounded like a bunch of 
lame comedies we'd seen before. What 
initially appealed to you about it? 

Cooper I was just a fan of Todd asa 
filmmaker. I had a meeting with him 
at the Chateau Marmont. The first 
thing he said to me was “The script 
you read is not what the script is 
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going to be,” and he gave me what he 
had rewritten. I remember that more 
than anybody the character of Phil was 
re-created. He was originally named 
Vic and he was a used-car salesman 
and he said “baby” a lot—it literally 
sounded like it was Vince Vaughn. The 
truth is, a bunch of my buddies were 
meeting right before and right after 
me—we all knew about this project. I 
do remember one guy was like, “Are 
you sure you want to do that movie?” 
Because with the title and everything, 
you know, it just sounded a little... But 
you know what? After it came out, he 
came up to me and apologized. 
Galifianakis You know, actors always 
say, “Oh, I was attracted to the script.” 
No, you need a job! We never expected 
that this movie was going to be this 
thing. You just need a job. I met with 
Todd and he asked me to audition. He 
said, “Look, I’ve seen your stuff. You 
always kind of get lost in the shuffle in 
movies. Can you be louder?” I said, “I 
think I can do that.” I didn’t think the 
audition went well. But I guess some 
other fat guys weren’t available. 


Helms They were too thin. 
[Laughs] I don’t think I ever 
had trepidation based on the 
title or the [premise]. Even 
the first script had the ker- 
nel of the unraveling mys- 
tery, which I hadn’t really 
seen before except for, like, 
Memento or something. 
What I got from that script 
immediately—and what I 
love about the universe of 
The Hangover—is that this is 
a story that kind of has its 
cake and eats it, too. The 
main characters behave so 
badly, so you get all that fun 
and raunchiness of guys 
being guys. But at the same 
time, our characters are horrified by 
what they find out about themselves, so 
you stay sympathetic toward them. I 
hadn’t really seen that in a movie before, 
so I was psyched from the get-go. 

EW What was it like when the movie 
opened so huge? Was it clear right 
away it would have a giant impact on 
your lives? 

Phillips Bradley, I remember the first 
time you were like, “The paparazzi are 
outside my house!” You couldn’t believe 
it. And Zach, I remember one time you 
were coming to meet me and you were 
getting followed by a paparazzi. 
Galifianakis I remember I was in Spain 
and a guy followed me. I was in another 
country! 

Helms It wasn’t a huge, dramatic shift 
in my reality, like “I need bodyguards.” 
But I did notice I got stopped in air- 
ports a lot more. 

Galifianakis Oh my God, that’s the worst. 
[In a thick Southern accent] “Are you play- 
in’ Hangover?” That’s what they say in 
North Carolina [where I’m from]. I was 
in North Carolina and I was at an inter- 
section and I thought this guy needed 
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directions, so I rolled my window down 
and he was like, “Hey, aren’t you the fat 
guy in The Hangover?” [Laughs] It’s never 
a compliment. And it’s never a guy in 
doctor’s scrubs. It’s always somebody 
you don’t want to talk to. I don’t want to 
be ajerk. It’s just that those are the types 
of people that come up to you. [Groans] I 
have the worst attitude about it. 

EW You still aren’t at peace with being 
famous? 

Galifianakis No, I don’t think I ever will 
be. In my mind I think it’s funny not to 
be at peace with it. But it’s strange. 
When a movie is really big like this, 
people perceive you as the character. It’s 
like, would you go up to the guy who 
played the Scarecrow in The Wizard 
of Oz and go, “You ain’t a scarecrow?!” 
It’s a f---ing movie! 

Helms [Quietly] Wait, that guy’s not a 
scarecrow? 

Cooper The fact is, Zach is nothing like 
Alan, and Ed is nothing like Stu. 
Galifianakis I don’t really have a 
beer gut in real life. 

Phillips And Bradley is not as 
confident as Phil, quite frankly. 
Cooper That's right. Or as simple. 
EW Did you guys talk about 
making a sequel while you were 
shooting the first Hangover? 
Helms When we were making The 
Hangover, the idea of a sequel 
was preposterous. It just seemed 
like something fun to joke about. 
Cooper I just remember Ed talk- 
ing about us going into space for 
the next one. 

Helms That was my go-to joke. 
Phillips The idea of a sequel became real 
after our first test screenings. The 
movie played like a rock concert, and 
Warner Bros. said, “You should start 
thinking about a sequel.” Bangkok was 
an idea that came up very early. For 
me, location is a huge part of the first 
Hangover—Vegas is like the fourth or 
fifth character in the movie. There are 
few cities where you say the name and 
it means something. Bangkok sounds 
seedy and mysterious and dangerous. 
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Galifianakis, Cooper, 
and Helms in The 
Hangover Part Il; 
(below) director Todd 
Phillips on location 


ek 


EW Were you all immediately open to a 
sequel? 

Helms I think we were all on the same 
page that if the script is right, of course 
we'll do it. 

Galifianakis I was a little bit apprehen- 
sive. I was just of the mindset “Oh, 
let’s leave well enough alone.” In the 
end, it seems like I was wrong. But I 
was scared. Not because I didn’t want 
to work with everybody. But I 
thought, how can you possibly do 
as good as that? 


EW Todd, you told me the two months 
of shooting in Bangkok were so diffi- 
cult, you compared it to the making of 
Apocalypse Now. 

Phillips We had an amazing experience 
in Bangkok, but it was also the hardest 
experience. It’s just a really taxing 
place: the heat, the crowds, the smog. 
There really was an Apocalypse Now 
sort of feeling. 

Cooper It was the hardest shoot I’ve ever 
done for sure. Nothing ever even came 
close to it. I thought A-Team was brutal: 
I got injured and it was f---ing six 
months of... Not even close! 

Phillips Part of it was a cultural thing. 
Thai people are very nonconfrontational, 
which is why they’re so lovely, but at the 
same time, they just never say no. Ihave 
a hard time when people never say no, 


MELINDA SUE GORDON (3) 


because you need to know the truth. 
You say, “Hey, can you shut this street 
down next Friday? We need to shoot a 
chase scene.” “One hundred percent. 
Done.” And you show up and they 
haven't shut the street down. They just 
say it. It’s called the Land of a Thousand 
Smiles. They literally just smile and say 
yes about everything. Logistically, that 
really became very difficult.... Also, 
everyone in the cast and crew had one 
or two days when they were either in 
the hospital or just out sick from food 
stuff. Everybody was dropping like flies. 
Cooper Ed got really sick—like, really 
sick—and we had to shoot this scene 
one night where he had to be shirtless, 
going crazy in the street, with tons of 
extras. It was unbelievable: He was 
literally in a fetal position in the back of 


some bar and then he would get called to 
the set, stumble out, start dancing and 
screaming, and when they said “Cut,” 
he’d go right back into a fetal position. 
Zach and I just kept looking at each 
other saying, “How is he doing this?” 
Galifianakis I was laughinge—and Ed was 
just not into me laughing. 

Helms I wasn’t into anything. It does 
something to your mind when you get 
that sick. You go to a dark, scared place, 
especially when you're that far away 
from home and your loved ones. It’s a 
terrifying feeling. All of a sudden you’re 
questioning everything. After I got sick, 
I got very skittish. All I ate were peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches. That was 
all I trusted. 

Cooper One criticism you could never 
make about this movie is that we just 


Todd Phillips laughed about 
getting his simian star addicted to 
cigarettes—but later said he was 

kidding. What's the truth? —JR 
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really big like this, 
people perceive 
you as the character,” 
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later adding, “I don’t 
really havea 
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phoned it in. Even if it fails miserably, | 
| 


it’s not for lack of trying. 

Phillips We weren’t lazy. Like, Zach 
walked through G-FORCE. 

Galifianakis That one was grueling. 

EW You had begun shooting when the 
stories about Mel Gibson doing a 
cameo leaked out and stirred up 
major controversy. 

Phillips The biggest problem was that 
99 percent of the fun of a cameo is that 
it’s a surprise. So once it got leaked, it 
was already shot in the foot. 

EW There were reports that a lot of the 
cast and crew objected to Gibson being 
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in the movie. And Zach, many of the 
stories suggested you were the one 
who fought hardest against it. How was 
that little media storm for you? 
Galifianakis [Shaking his head] So fun. 
So fun to deal with. 

Phillips I want to be clear. It wasn’t the 
people in this room. It’s a full body of 
200 people on a crew—a lot of people 
voiced opinions. Yes, I’m the director 
and I could have said f--- you to every- 
body and this is what we’re doing. But I 
also have to put the movie ahead of my 
own ego and say, “What’s best for the 
movie when we still have 10 weeks 


ahead of us?” The truth is, it’s not worth 
causing a rift in this family—some 
of whom I’ve worked with on seven 
movies—over a two-minute cameo. 

EW Not long after that, there were 
reports that Bill Clinton was going to 
make a cameo in the movie, which 
turned out to be untrue. 

Cooper That’s a simple explanation: 
Clinton was coming to Bangkok to give 
a speech, and we were honored enough 
to have dinner with him afterward. 
Somebody saw the guys from The Hang- 
over with Bill Clinton and it just became 
this whole thing. 
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Phillips He did stop by the set the next 
day because the Secret Service guys 
were like, “Hey, it would be fun to stop 
by a movie set on the way out of town.” 
But he’s not in the movie. For all of us, 
though, that dinner was the f---ing 
greatest—though Ed had food poison- 
ing and couldn’t come. 

Galifianakis [Sullenly] I got ignored at 
that dinner. Bradley was sitting right 
next to him but I was ignored. 

EW Was Clinton a fan of The Hangover? 

Phillips He’s a fan not only of The Hang- 
over but movies in general. The guy flies 
every day all over the world, and they 


“One criticism you « could never n bee 


movie is that we just phot 


“Even if it fails miserably, it’s no t fo 


watch movies on the plane. He just loves 
movies. He loved Old School. He loved 
The A-Team. 

Cooper That was the first thing he said 
when he sat down: [ With a Clinton-esque 
raspy twang] “Is there going to be an A- 
Team 2—and can I be in it?” I was like, 
“This is a joke, right?” 

Phillips The best was, Clinton goes, 
“What’s that movie we watch on the 
plane we love so much? Oh, right— 
Who’s Your Caddy?! Have you seen Who’s 
Your Caddy? That is a crazy movie!” 
[Laughs] 

EW A drug-dealing monkey has a major 
scene-stealing role in this movie. What 
was it like working with the monkey? 
Galifianakis The monkey trainer 
deserves a medal. Todd can be really 
brutal about a lot of things, but for some 
reason he hates animal trainers. 

Phillips The truth is, because I love ani- 
mals so much, | always feel like the trainer 
gets in the way of my relationship with 
the animal. It’s like, “Don’t meddle with 
what we have here!” [Laughs] The trainer 
wasn’t a big fan of me getting the 
monkey to smoke. The monkey, Crystal, 
had to learn how to smoke cigarettes 
[for the movie]. Then he was bummed 
out because [after our movie] the mon- 
key went to work on We Bought a Zoo 
with Cameron Crowe, and I got a call 
from a producer [on the movie] and he 
said about every 10 minutes the monkey 
is taking a break and smoking and 
they’re having a heart attack. [Ed. note: 
Is Phillips serious? See sidebar on page 33.] 
EW Did you have to worry about things 
like the monkey going to the bathroom in 
the middle of a take? 

Galifianakis It wears diapers. 

Cooper Actually, I worked with that mon- 
key on Failure to Launch and it didn’t 
wear a diaper that time and it would s--- 
all over my back after every take. 

EW Obviously the success of this fran- 
chise has boosted all of your careers to 


about this 
ned it in, ape Cooper 
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a whole new level. Todd, you once said 
that The Hangover was your Star Wars. 
Phillips I said that on Howard Stern. He 
makes you talk like that. I did buy a bar 
in Bangkok, but that was about as 
extravagant as it got. 

EW How about the rest of you? 

Cooper Whenever you're a part of a proj- 
ect that’s that financially lucrative, any- 
body involved in the movie is going to 
benefit. But, I mean, I still put myself on 
tape for movies. I’m going to have an 
audition for a movie tomorrow. 

EW Zach, your career exploded after 
The Hangover. 

Galifianakis I won’t kid you. I hate saying 
good things about Todd, but without 
Todd taking a chance on me, people just 
weren't into me—maybe my stand-up, 
but not for acting stuff. It absolutely 
opened very big doors for me. 

Helms Well, you need big doors. 

EW It’s a good thing you guys like each 
other, because it sounds like you never 
would have made it through this movie 
otherwise. 

Phillips That’s what I try to explain to 
people. There's this idea that “Oh, you’re 
making this sequel as a money grab.” 
What these guys got paid on this movie, 
I promise you, they could all have made 
on whatever movie they chose to do 
next. We all decided to do this movie 
because we were so excited to work 
together again. 

Cooper There’s no other reason. If any- 
thing, why would you do it? There’s 
more downside than upside. 

Phillips You can’t beat what you’ve done. 
You can only lose in this position. But we 
just love hanging out with each other. 
Helms [Laughs] We're going to be ram- 
ming Hangovers down America’s throat 
for the next three decades. m 
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Yvette Vickers in a Playboy 
shoot from July 1959, 

The picture was taken by 
Russ Meyer, who'd go on 
to be a B-movie king. 
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IT’S NOT HARD to tell which house belonged to Yvette Vickers. Of all the 
homes on Westwanda Drive—a narrow, winding, out-of-the-way road just off 
Benedict Canyon Drive in Beverly Hills—it’s the one that most looks like it 
belongs in a horror movie. Its two small gable windows overlooking the street 
are covered in cobwebs and grime. Giant tangled vines creep down from the 
dilapidated roof and engulf the gated entrance. The only signs of life are the 
small holes that rodents have burrowed into the rotting wood of the house’s 
one-car garage, and the 

insects that buzz around your 

She was desperate to be a star, but ne were rg A 

° efore last month, 
Yvette Vicker. 8 ever g ot fi urther than Westwanda was just an eye- 


) ) . Now it’s the backdrop 
bit parts and Bmovies. Lastmonth, — °°"° Hea Se 


her mummified remains were found _ ing-true Hollywood story. It 
was inside this house, on April 


by a neighbor. This ws her Story. 27, that a neighbor found the 
BY BENJAMINSVETKEY mummified corpse of Yvette 


Vedder, a.k.a. Yvette Vickers, an 82-year-old former pinup 
and B-movie actress remembered mostly for her supporting 
roles in such drive-in classics as 1958’s Attack of the 50 Ft. 
Woman and 1959’s Attack of the Giant Leeches. The presum- 
ably natural causes of death are still to be determined by the 
L.A. coroner’s office. The precise time of death, though, will 
be somewhat more difficult to figure out. Vickers’ body may 
have been decomposing in her house for as long as a year. 

“T just screamed,” says Susan Savage, the concerned neigh- 
bor who climbed through a broken window and made the 
discovery. “At first it just looked like a bundle of clothes. I hon- 
estly couldn’t tell whether Yvette was lying faceup or face- 
down. But then I saw this little bit of blond hair. That was all 
that was left of her.” 

But of course there were her movies too. Vickers didn’t 
assemble a particularly distinguished body of work—the high- 
lights include bit parts in the 1962 Sidney Poitier drama Pres- 
sure Point (playing “Drunken Woman”) and in the 1963 
teenybopper classic Beach Party (“Blonde Yoga Girl”). But she 
does have a legacy of a different sort: Vickers leaves behind a 
gripping cautionary tale, a story filled with glamorous Holly- 
wood romances (she once 
dated Cary Grant, and hada 
long, tormented love affair 
with Jim Hutton, Timothy 
Hutton’s father) and scan- 
dalous adventures (her 1959 
Playboy centerfold was 
almost too risqué to pub- 
lish), only to end with a 
lengthy, painful slide into 
heartbreaking loneliness 
and dementia. In her later 
years, Vickers became a 
Norma Desmond-like 
recluse, barricading herself 
into her small house, spend- 
ing her final days scribbling 
paranoid rantings about 
make-believe stalkers in the margins of 
her recipe books. 

Vickers’ first screen appearance, appro- 
priately enough, was a walk-on role in Sun- 
set Boulevard. She’s the giggly girl driving 
William Holden’s character nuts by tying 
up the phone line at that party in Jack 
Webb's character’s apartment. At the time 
of the film’s release in 1950, she was 22 
years old, although decades later she would 
claim that she was only 14 when Billy Wilder 
cast her for the part. “Yvette got younger 
every year,” chuckles bass player Don Prell, 
who became her first husband in 1953, after 
meeting her at a USO show in Long Beach, 
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“[ just screamed. 
At first it looked 
like a bundle of 

clothes. But then 

I saw this little 
bit of blond hair. 

That was all that 
was left of her.” 


—NEIGHBOR SUSAN SAVAGE, WHO 
FOUND VICKERS’ BODY 


Calif. “She was always lying about her age.” 

Vickers came from a showbiz family. Her dad was jazz 
saxophonist Charles Vedder, who once played alongside 
Charlie Parker. She had musical ambitions too (as late 
as 1989, at the age of 61, she recorded a jazz album, Yvette 
Vickers Sings!, which she distributed herself). But acting was 
her true love, and she could be ruthless about pursuing it. 
In 1955, after appearing in a nationally televised shampoo 
commercial, she divorced Prell—who had just purchased 
the house on Westwanda Drive for her—to concentrate on 
her career. “She thought I was holding her back,” Prell 
recalls. “So she left a note on a table. It said, ‘Get out.” 

Even in low-budget B movies about gigantic women or over- 
grown leeches, she never got to play the lead. Vickers was 
always given second billing, playing parts like the neighbor- 
hood hussy. Still, she got noticed. “She was the sort of girl that 
when she walked in a room, everybody would stop and stare,” 
recalls 83-year-old actress Jan Shepard, who met Vickers in 
1958 on the set of Attack of the Giant Leeches and stayed friends 
with her for years. “She was gorgeous, and she knew it. She 
had this innocence about her. This baby face. But then she 
would start to move and oh, 
boy. She really should have 
been up there with Jayne 
Mansfield and Marilyn 
Monroe. But she was just 
unlucky, I guess.” 

For a couple of years in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s, 
Vickers actually had a shot 
at fame. She worked regu- 
larly on TV, doing episodic 
appearances on hit shows 
such as Dragnet and Bat 
Masterson. She began dating 
successful actors, including 
Lee Marvin and Ralph 
Meeker, married and quickly 
divorced a TV writer named 
Leonard Burns, and nearly caused a panic at 
Playboy when she posed for a young center- 
fold photographer named Russ Meyer. 
Vickers’ spread—shot inside her Westwanda 
Drive home—had her lying on her stomach 
and listening to record albums on a hi-fi, 
wearing nothing but a man’s shirt. Today, the 
photo seems a slice of Eisenhower-era 
cheesecake, but at the time it sent Playboy's 
attorney into a tizzy. “The lawyer called and 
told me we couldn’t run the photograph,” 
Hugh Hefner recalls with a laugh. “He said 
that her buttocks were raised in the air and 
that it was incitement to sodomy. I told the 
lawyer he had a very dirty mind.” 


«,,» Vickers’ home in 
Los Angeles 
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In 1961, Vickers began 
dating Cary Grant, although 
he wound up marrying Dyan 
Cannon (Vickers and Grant 
remained friends until his 
death). In 1962, she landed 
the juiciest, most respect- 
able role of her career, oppo- 
site Paul Newman in the 
acclaimed Western Hud. But 
things soon started going 
south. Her part in Hud got 
cut to shreds in the editing 
room. Then Vickers fell in 
love with Jim Hutton, begin- 
ning a tumultuous 14-year 
on-again-off-again relation- 


attention to the growing 
disrepair of her house, 
either. According to Weaver, 
the place was a mess even 
20 years ago. “You know 
that shack that Jed Clam- 
pett lives in during the 
opening credits of The Bev- 
erly Hillbillies...?” 

In her last years, Vickers 
seldom left that house. 
Instead, she watched the 
world from her windows, 
jotting bizarre observations 
in the spiral notebooks that 
she also used to transcribe 
cooking recipes. “Suspicious 


mistress in Attack 
of the 50 Ft. Woman 
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eloped with actor Tom Holland, then got and she knew it. She pages after a recipe for beef stew. On the 
a quickie divorce and reunited with Hut- h ad this innocence few occasions when friends or neighbors 


ton). The job offers slowed to a trickle, 
then stopped. Vickers resurfaced briefly 
on TV in the 1970s, doing guest spots on 
series like My Three Sons and Emergency!, 
but for all intents and purposes her film 
career was over. 

“T think she was bitter about it,” says 
Tom Weaver, a freelance writer and 
horror-movie buff who befriended Vick- 
ers in 1989 (“I just found out where she 
lived and showed up at her door,” he says) 
and corresponded with her for years. “I 
think she really wanted to be famous and 
it really upset her that she never made it.” 
Weaver helped Vickers get a taste of 
delayed recognition by introducing her to 
the cult-movie convention circuit, and the 
actress spent some of the 1990s signing 
old pinups of herself for ’50s sci-fi movie freaks. But then, as 
Vickers entered her 70s, something must have snapped. Alcohol 
may have been partly to blame; Weaver says he received several 
drunken-sounding, rambling calls. Or maybe it was something 
else. “Yvette’s parents got very reclusive and private when they 
got older too,” notes Rosalie Clark, Vickers’ first cousin, who last 
heard from her in 1989. “Maybe it’s genetic.” 

Whatever the reason, Vickers began pushing family and 
friends away. “I sent a letter to her a couple of years ago, and 
the letter came back undelivered,” says Jan Shepard. Accord- 
ing to the neighbor, Susan Savage, Vickers had put a hold on 
her mail delivery a few years ago before leaving for an 
extended vacation, but never resumed mail service when she 
returned. Which explains why none of Vickers’ neighbors 
noticed letters piling up in her mailbox. Nobody paid much 


about her. This baby 
face. But then she 
would move and oh, 
boy. She really 
should have been 
up there with Jayne 
Mansfield and 
Marilyn Monroe. 
But she was just 
unlucky, I guess.” 


—FRIEND AND ATTACK OF THE GIANT LEECHES 
COSTAR JAN SHEPARD 


did make contact with Vickers, they say 
they noticed her increasing paranoia. 
She often insisted that she was being 
pursued by stalkers. 

But nobody had a clue just how deeply 
coiled Vickers’ dementia was becoming. 
Savage (who's an actress as well, having 
done shows like Cold Case and Party of 
Five) was the first to glimpse the truth 
when her concern for Vickers finally 
prompted her to climb into the house. 
Once inside, she saw that the front door 
had been braced shut by a two-by-four 
wooden beam. Duct tape was plastered 
everywhere. Rather than allow repair- 
men into the shambles of a house, Vickers 
had fixed whatever she could on her own. 
But perhaps the most chilling indication 
of just how far Vickers had drifted into her loneliness and isola- 
tion was the giant plastic cylinder Savage found in one of the 
rooms. “It was this big blue tube with a folding chair inside it,” 
she says with a shiver. “Yvette would obviously sit in the tube, 
although I don’t know why. I didn’t see anything connected to it, 
like oxygen. Maybe it was for meditating? But the weird thing 
was, it was the cleanest thing in the house.” 

Since Savage reported her discovery to the police, the dead 
B-movie actress has been making headlines in newspapers all 
around the world. Curiosity seekers have started showing up 
at her house, turning it into another macabre Hollywood 
landmark, like James Dean’s garage or the alleyway where Sal 
Mineo was stabbed. And that, of course, is the ultimate irony: 
Yvette Vickers’ sad, unnoticed death is the very thing that 
finally made Yvette Vickers famous. & 


5.20.11 Entertainment Weekly 41 


Everybody 
Hates Chris’ 
Tyler James 
Williams and 
Girlfriends’ 
Tracee 

Ellis Ross 


Single Ladies’ Stacey Dash 


42 Entertainment Weekly 5.20.11 


by 
JENNIFER 
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(From left) 

The Cosby Show's 
Bill Cosby, Family 
Matters’ Jaleel 
White, and The 
Fresh Prince 

of Bel-Air’s 
Will Smith 


WO YEARS AGO, BROAD- 
cast TV officially got out 
of the African-American 
sitcom business. The CW 
canceled the long-running 
Girlfriends in 2008, and 
the following year it yanked both Everybody 
Hates Chris and the Girlfriends spin-off, 
The Game—also known as the last two 
successful black-centric shows on network 
television. ® But today, something is saving 
black TV from becoming as outmoded as 
Bill Cosby’s acrylic sweaters: basic cable, 
where scripted programming is experienc- 
ing explosive growth. In January, BET 
revived The Game to a record-breaking 
7.7 million viewers—which is three times the 
audience it got on The CW and, in fact, twice 
the size of anything on the teen-skewing net- 
work now. (Sorry, Gossip Girl.) The success 
of The Game and BET’s Queen Latifah- 
produced romantic comedy Let’s Stay 
Together, which also premiered in January, 
has spurred the network to develop Reed 
Between the Lines, a new fall sitcom star- 
ring Girlfriends’ Tracee Ellis Ross and The 
Cosby Show’s Malcolm-Jamal Warner. 
Meanwhile, VH1 has joined up with Queen 
Latifah, who will be exec-producing its new 
dramedy Single Ladies (debuting May 30), 
starring Clueless’ Stacey Dash. > 
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In reality, this new generation of African-American-focused 
scripted TV can be traced to TBS’ success in 2007 when it 
acquired House of Payne from the proven brand of Tyler Perry. 
(Some 222 episodes later, the network recently announced it 
would be ending Payne but staying in the Perry business with For 
Better or Worse, an adaptation of his film Why Did I Get Married?) 
The reason for the big ratings and latest development rush is 
simple: pent-up demand. “I’ve had plenty of people say to me 
that it’s great to see something on TV that represents them,” 
says Jacque Edmonds-Cofer, exec producer of Let’s Stay 
Together. “It’s also important for people to see that every 
African-American woman is not a Real Housewife.” Adds VH1’s 
exec VP of original programming, Jeff Olde, “I think our shows 
should reflect the country that we're living in—go, Barack and 
Michelle! We’re thrilled that we have a 
large number of African-American women 
who watch us, and quite frankly, we’re 
always looking for new stories to tell.” 

Both BET and VH1 set their program- 
ming in response to direct viewer 
demands. BET first ran The Game in 
reruns, which sparked an onslaught of 
fans begging for the network to revive 
the show. VH1 initially shot Single Ladies 
as a T'V movie, but market testing on the 
project garnered a “crazy ridiculous 
response,” Olde says. “[The marketers] 
said, ‘Not only do they want you to make 
this a series but the audience will actu- 
ally be mad at you if they don’t see where 
these characters go next.” 

The ratings for the black-centric shows 
that have already premiered bear this 
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“PEOPLE LIVE IN 
BUBBLES, AND THEY 
PERPETUATE 
RACISM AND CLASSISM. 
THERE’S STILL 
PLENTY OF 
PLACES THEY CAN 
GO [ON TV] THAT 
ARE AS UN-DIVERSE 
AS THEY COULD 


POSSIBLY BE.” 
—Queen Latifah 


out. Let’s Stay Together debuted in 
January to 4.4 million viewers, 
and Perry’s shows consistently 
hover near the 3 million mark. 
Even the competition has taken 
notice of The Game’s blockbuster 
debut: “Those numbers were 
wildly impressive to everybody,” 
says Michael Wright, TBS’ head 
of programming. “We’ve done 
really, really well with Tyler’s 
shows, but [The Game] surpassed 
even Tyler’s ratings. That pre- 
miere number should’ve made 
everyone think, ‘That’s a rating 
anyone would be happy to have.” 

So far, the broadcast networks 
have yet to act on the trend. While 
ABC, CBS, NBC, Fox, and The 
CW have made progress the past 
few seasons when it comes to 
casting diverse ensembles, the 
selection of shows in the pipeline 
for this fall once again lacks series with predominantly 
African-American (or Latino or Asian) casts. “The world on 
television should look like the world I see when I walk out- 
side my door,” says Grey’s Anatomy creator Shonda Rhimes, 
who pioneered color-blind casting for broadcast and is 
developing one of the fall season’s strongest contenders 
with a black lead, ABC’s Damage Control, starring Kerry 
Washington as a PR guru. And Queen Latifah, who starred 
for five seasons on Fox’s Living Single, sees African- 
American series as a way to represent a point of view sorely 
missing on television: “People live in bubbles, and they per- 
petuate racism and classism. There’s still plenty of places 
they can go [on TV] that are as un-diverse as they could pos- 
sibly be,” says the Ladies producer. “It’s just something that’s 
going to be a continuing fight, to try to 
keep making these things happen.” 

Regardless of why the networks pro- 
gram for black audiences, viewers are 
clearly hungry for these shows: Not only 
are the few new shows doing well, reruns of 
long-canceled series like My Wife and Kids 
and Everybody Hates Chris still top the 
cable charts among African-American 
viewers. Says Charlie Jordan Brookins, 
senior vice president of programming for 
BET: “We're not necessarily trying to say 
this is the new frontier. We’re trying to 
super-serve an audience who has been 
underserved.” Adds Malcolm-Jamal 
Warner, “The black viewership is impor- 
tant. Black shows do make money. It seems 
like a no-brainer.” m (Additional reporting by 
Archana Ram and Tim Stack) 


Wendy.Raquel 
Robinson, Tia 
Mowry, and Pooch 
Hall on The Game 
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TEEN TO 
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TACEY DASH will probably 
always be best known for 
playing Alicia Silverstone’s 
BFF Dionne in the 1995 teen 
comedy Clueless. And that's just 
fine by her. “It has been the best 
experience | have had in my 
entertainment career,” she says. 
“Nothing has topped it yet.” 


While Silverstone went on to 
more big-screen roles in films like 
Batman & Robin, Dash stayed in 
character as Dionne for the TV 
adaptation of Clueless, which 

ran from 1996 to 1999. “I loved 
the character, and it was a good 
paycheck,” she laughs. “I mean, 
let’s be honest.” 


Sixteen years after making a splash in the teen-com Clueless, STACEY DASH is finally 
getting her star turn—though she almost ended up on a reality show instead. BY TIM STACK 


The actress is equally blunt about 
how great her life is now: At 44, an 
age when most actresses struggle 
to find juicy parts, Dash has landed 
the starring role on VH1's first hour- 
long scripted series, Single Ladies 
(premiering May 30 at 9 p.m.) 
“When you enjoy what you do, you 
give the best that you can,” says the 


(Clockwise from left) Stacey Dash; 
Single Ladies’ Charity Shea, Dash, 
and LisaRaye McCoy; with Alicia 
Silverstone in 1995's Clueless 


actress, who jokes that she drinks 
unicorn blood to maintain her youth- 
ful glow. “I’m giving 150 percent.” 
Exec-produced by Queen Latifah, 
Ladies follows three best friends 
(Dash, LisaRaye McCoy, and Charity 
Shea) living in Atlanta and navigat- 
ing complicated love lives. “To me, 
Stacey is a staple in our urban 
community,” says Latifah. “She 
crossed over long, long ago with 
Clueless. But she’s someone who's 
always been beautiful and talented, 
and special for women and men.” 
The thrice-divorced Dash was 
in talks to star on a reality show 
for VH1 about her dating 
life when she went in to 
audition for the role of 
\ Ladies’ Val, a former 
stylist thrust back 
into the singles scene 
after her five-year 
relationship ends. “I 
saw the first cut of the 
presentation tape of the 
reality show,” says VH1 exec VP 
of original programming Jeff Olde. 
“At the same time, | got our talent 
team and our producers saying, 
‘Stacey Dash came in and read 
today for Val and she blew us 
away.” Dash, whose post-Clueless 
career has included the film / Could 
Never Be Your Woman and NBC's 
Celebrity Circus, decided the 
scripted drama was the way to go. 
“The angels were on my side,” she 
says. “| feel like | made the right 
[decision] doing this show.” And 
though she’s currently a single lady 
both on and off screen, Dash hopes 
to find love again. Says the actress, 
“| believe in happily ever after.” 
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His wistful new comedy, 
MIDNIGHT IN PARIS, is a riff on 
the pleasures and perils of nostalgia— 
and one of his best movies in years. 
In a warm, surprising interview, 
Woody Allen talks about his image, 
what he thinks of his own 
classics, and his lifelong struggle 
to live in the moment. 
BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


KOPLE ALWAYS WONDER where great artists get their 
| ideas. For Woody Allen, it’s the middle drawer of his bedroom 
dresser. For years it was a rumpled brown grocery bag in the back 
of his closet. But now this unassuming drawer is where he stores 
decades of stray jokes scribbled on the backs of matchbooks and 
half-formed movie premises written on scraps of yellowing hotel 
stationery. “There's a lot of funny stuff in there,” says Allen. “When 
I finish a picture, I empty the drawer onto my bed. Some of the 
ideas are tantalizing and I know there’s something there, but I just 
can’t crack them. And there are some where I go, ‘What was I 
thinking?’ Most are just great beginnings that don’t go anywhere.” 
Allen picked out a winner for his latest film, Midnight in Paris. 
In the comedy (out May 20; rated PG-13), Owen Wilson plays a 
Hollywood screenwriter who, while on vacation with his fiancée 
(Rachel McAdams), is magically transported back to an era he’s 
always romanticized: 1920s Paris, when literary heavyweights 
like Ernest Hemingway and F. Scott Fitzgerald tipped elbows 
and traded bons mots by the Seine with artists like Pablo 
Picasso and Salvador Dali. It takes Wilson’s character a while 
to understand this, but as glamorous as that past golden age is, 
it prevents him from living in the present. Midnight feels a bit 
like a hilariously surreal companion to Allen’s 1985 classic The 
Purple Rose of Cairo. It’s also one of his best movies in years. 
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Woody Allen 
during the 
filming of 
Annie Hall 

in 1977 


Allen is 75 now. But in person he looks 
pretty much like he did when he was 
65 or 55—or 45, for that matter. He still 
talks in that familiarly anxious New 
Yorkese, whether it’s to discuss movies 
(preferably not his), jazz (the older the 
better), or the meaninglessness of life 
(still better than death, for the record). 
He wears the same thick horn-rimmed 
glasses he’s worn since the ’50s and 
the same threadbare corduroys that 
always look one laundry cycle away 
from Goodwill. If Allen lives according 
to any philosophy, it’s that if it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it. The same holds true 
behind the camera. At an age when 
most legendary directors slow down, 
Allen still relentlessly cranks out a film 
a year because that’s what he’s always 
done. And while the actors may change 
from picture to picture, nearly every 
movie is guaranteed to open in the same 
signature way—with old-timey music 
playing over white-on-black credits 
written in the same Windsor Light Con- 
densed font. Why not? It ain’t broke. 


ATELY, THOUGH, Allen says he’s 
more tempted than ever to break 
with the past and move into the 
21st century. Sure, he still writes on 
the same Olympia portable typewriter 
he bought for $40 when he was 16. But he 
recently purchased an iPhone (though 
he mostly uses it to listen to old records). 
In fact, his new mantra might be: It’s nice 
to take a stroll down memory lane, but 
you don’t want to buy a house there. 

“Nostalgia is an unhealthy trap that’s 
very seductive,” says Allen. “The problem 
is, life is a very cruel, tragic, and unsat- 
isfying experience and you always think 
that another time in the past would 
have been ideal for you. For example, if 
I think back to belle-epoque Paris, it’s 
like Gigi, with beautiful costumes and 
carriages and great wine. The reality is 
there was no novocaine when you went 
to the dentist.” 

Sitting in a plush velvet chair in the 
dimly lit screening room of his Man- 
hattan production office, Allen comes 
across like a character in a Woody Allen 
movie—one of the “early, funny” ones. 
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He's self-deprecating, endearingly tense, 
and lethal with a one-liner. Two weeks 
before Midnight's Cannes premiere, he 
says the idea of making a film about 
nostalgia—and what a double-edged 
sword it can be—first came to him 
when financiers approached him about 
shooting a film set in Paris. With that 
backdrop, Allen began thinking back to 
his first trip to the City of Light in 1964. 

Back then, Allen was a hot young 
nightclub comic trying to break into the 
movie business. He’d been asked to 
write the screenplay for a film called 
What's New Pussycat?—a lavishly bud- 
geted comedy set in Paris. “I had a mis- 
erable experience,” he says. “It was a big 
studio picture and they ruined my script 
completely, and I vowed I would never 
make another film unless I could be the 
director.” But, he adds, “when I first saw 
Paris, it lived up to the hype. These two 
young American girls in the costume 
department decided to stay after the 
movie was over. I thought about it, but I 
didn’t have the courage. I’ve regretted 
that decision many times.” 

It goes without saying that Allen is a 
New Yorker. Some of the best scenes 
from his films play on the fact that he’s 
not comfortable anywhere else...even if 
he’s not all that comfortable there, either. 


= 
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But starting with 2005’s Match Point, 
Allen began shooting most of his films in 
Europe, far away from his Upper East 
Side comfort zone (his next film, with 
Penélope Cruz, will be shot in Rome). 
It’s been a major shake-up for a guy 
who’s always been twitchy about 
change. But, he says, the choice wasn’t 
completely his. Allen’s films have never 
made the kind of profits that the big 
studios are interested in. By their math, 
he’s a losing proposition. As a result, 
he’s had to look beyond Hollywood to 
get his projects bankrolled. 

When he started writing Midnight, 
Allen conceived the main character 
as his typical East Coast neurotic intel- 
lectual. His longtime casting director, 
Juliet Taylor, suggested Owen Wilson for 
the part. He couldn't picture it: “I thought 
of Owen as a beach boy. I imagine him 
walking around with a surfboard.” 
Although Allen doesn’t see many new 
films—the only TV he watches besides 
sports and Charlie Rose is Turner Classic 
Movies, because he still finds the Marx 
Brothers hilarious—he did, by chance, 
wander into Wedding Crashers a while 
back. “I went in thinking I’ll never laugh, 
but I did! I’d never seen Owen or Rachel 
McAdams before. I thought she was so 
beautiful and talented and I thought he 
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was very funny. He 
can do comedy and 
make it feel like a 
real conversation.” 
Wilson, for his part, 
says he didn’t even 
have to think about it. 
“There’s not a lot of 


people you can work 
with who are icons,” 
says Wilson. “Actors 
jump at the chance 
to do his movies not 
because they’re get- 
ting a big payday, but it’s a chance to be 
in something good and the chance to 
work with Woody Allen.” 

Like Wilson’s character, Allen admits 
he’s always been guilty of romanticizing 
the past. “It’s comforting like a soft 
lotion,” he says. But the past has nagged 
him, too. He’s all too aware of the fact that 
his fans would be happy if he just kept 
remaking Annie Hall and Manhattan. 
And there are also the tabloid headlines 
from the early ’90s that detailed his 
affair with his current wife, Soon-Yi 


WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE WOODY ALLEN MOVIE? ==: 


"STARDUST MEMORIES 


Previn, the adopted daughter of his 
longtime companion Mia Farrow. But 
Allen refuses to pay attention to any of 
this. “I give no credence to anything 
anyone says about anything,” he says, 
growing briefly irritated. “Whether it’s 
about me or my films. People spend 
their lives talking and they have no 


“You always think another time 
would have been ideal for you, 
[like] belle-epoque Paris.... The 
reality is there was no novocaine 
when you went to the dentist?’ 


idea about anything. Certainly not my 
movies. They wouldn’t know a good 
movie from a bad movie. It goes in one 
ear and out the other. I have no interest 
because they don’t know what they’re 
talking about.” 

Then again, Allen may not be his best 
critic either. He famously never watches 
his own films after they’re finished— 
and doesn’t think they’re that great 
anyway: “Most of them have ranged 
from acceptable to not so acceptable. 
And there have been a small amount 
that are better than that.” Actually, 
there have been more than a few that 
belong on anyone’s list of the best 
American films ever made. In any case, 
Allen says he particularly likes The 
Purple Rose of Cairo and Match Point but 


considers Manhattan and Hannah and 
Her Sisters overrated. He also seems 
convinced that Midnight belongs 
squarely in the good camp, even though 
he has no clue how it will do commer- 
cially: “Honestly, I'll finish a movie like 
Hollywood Ending and think, “This is the 
one!’ And then no one shows up. I 
wouldn’t bet the farm on my instinct.” 

After more than an hour of talking 
about the past and modestly trying to 
defiate his legacy, Allen gets up from 
his seat and begins to give a tour of his 
editing suite. The windowless room 
where he’s cut every film since 1979’s 
Manhattan is crammed with hulking 
old machines. In the corner is a new, 
fresh-out-of-the-box video-editing set- 
up. He doesn’t really know how it 
works, but he’s slowly coming around 
to it. “I find these kinds of transitions 
very hard,” he says. “I still don’t own 
a CD player or a computer. But this 
machine is like magic.” 

Does Allen think that some filmmaker 
in the future will make a movie that’s 
nostalgic for the New York he’s lived in? 
He laughs. “Of course! A hundred years 
from now they’ll think, ‘Ah, there was 
Elaine’s with all of these writers and 
Scorsese was making movies.’ They’ll 
think of me as some nerd with glasses 
who was reclusive and hated the country. 
They'll think it was great.” 

Sounds like a promising idea for 
Woody Allen’s dresser drawer. & 


STARRING Kristen Wiig, 
Maya Rudolph, Rose Byrne 
DIRECTED BY Paul Feig 

R, 2HRS.,5 MINS. 
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Bridesmaids 


ITH A BIT OF training, a starlet can radiate 
strength, flair, poise, and well-being on 
screen. But to project skittish insecurity and 
self-loathing, and to make those qualities 
funny and sympathetic, and to do it all with 
an inner glow—that takes a special kind of 
performer, one who can stake out an almost 
confessional connection to the audience. That’s what 
Kristen Wiig does in Bridesmaids, the beguilingly witty 
and heartrending new comedy that’s the first Judd 
Apatow production to dive headfirst into the world of 
women. On Saturday Night Live, Wiig has specialized in 
creating highly strung, motormouth crackpots who 
coast along on little zigzags of ego. In Bridesmaids, which 
she co-wrote with Annie Mumolo, you'll recognize some 
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THE TREE OF LIFE: MERIE WALLACE 


of Wiig’s mannerisms: the eyes that shine 
with competitive abandon, the nervous- 
hostess smile that flickers on and off, her 
way of tossing out little insults as passive- 
aggressive “asides.” Only now she harnesses 
those trademarks to a fully felt, three- 
dimensional character. She’s the rare SNL 
player who may prove to be a movie star 
because she’s a true actress as well. 

She plays Annie, who is charming and 
attractive but going through a very bad 
patch. A baker by passion, Annie opened her 
own cake shop, but it closed down, a casualty 
of the economy. Now she works behind the 
counter of a jewelry store, hawking engage- 
ment rings to couples she glares at with 
jealousy, and she shares a dumpy apartment 
with a ghoulish roommate. Every so often, 
she jumps into bed with a callow rich dude 
(Jon Hamm) who treats her like a utensil. 
Annie has become one of life’s doormats, and 
that’s how she carries herself, with a smile 
frozen on to hide her creeping depression, 
and with her frosted blond hair always 
slightly unkempt, giving her the look of a 
dog who’s just come in from the rain. 

Yet it’s not until her childhood best friend, 
Lillian (Maya Rudolph), announces that she’s 
getting married that Annie begins to realize 
how far she’s really fallen behind. She's all set to 
be the maid of honor, but at the upscale engage- 
ment party she meets Lillian’s new friend 
Helen (Rose Byrne), a wealthy perfectionist 
who treats everyone, especially Annie, with 
an impeccable drop of condescension. The two 
engage in dueling champagne toasts that 
escalate in hilarity—except that Wiig never lets 
you forget that Annie is crumbling inside, so 
the comedy has a painful bite. In this movie, 
romantic envy and class envy coalesce, because 
Bridesmaids understands just how they're 
linked. Even if money can’t buy you love, being 
broke puts you at a distinct disadvantage. 

Bridesmaids has a fully rounded, textured, 
and original script, even if it does offer a 
funky-lady spin on a number of Apatow 
tropes. Annie and the four other bridesmaids 
recall the motley rat packs in films like The 
40 Year-Old Virgin and Knocked Up, and the 
actresses are all scene-stealers, notably 
Melissa McCarthy as the linebacker-tough 
Megan, whose every word arrives as a blunt 
shock (see story, page 52). The raunchy girl 
talk has an earthier flow than it does in, say, 
Sex and the City. And just when you’re sure 


that the movie won’t go there, we get a lavish 
explosion of gross-out humor. Only it’s far 
from gratuitous, since it’s all about Annie’s 
guilt at taking the bridesmaids to a down- 
scale Brazilian churrascaria that gives them 
food poisoning in an ultrachic bridal boutique. 
That scene is gut-bustingly funny. The one 
that’s giddily brilliant is the women’s trip to 
Vegas for a bachelorette party. The entire 
sequence consists of the plane ride out there, 
and it’s a tour de force, culminating in Annie’s 
tranquilizer-fueled tirade against her rival. 
It’s at this point, when Annie gives in to all the 
masochistic craziness that she’s been feeling, 
that Bridesmaids begins to leave every cookie- 
cutter “chick flick” miles behind. Yes, the film 
is aromantic comedy, in which Annie meets 
a sweet Irish cop (Chris O’Dowd) and must 
figure out how to let her guard down. But its 
deepest romantic subject is the complicated 
friendships between women. Once she decides 
to stop being nice, Annie starts spreading 
disaster, and there’s something very gratify- 
ing about seeing her lash out at this wedding, 
this life, and this lifelong soul sister, all of 
whom she thinks have left her out in the cold. 
She’s an Everywoman you can believe in, 
showcased in the kind of deft comedy of 
feminine passion—where deep despair meets 
Wilson Phillips—that a great many people 
have been waiting for. Now that Wiig and 
company have built it, will they come? A 
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The Tree of Life 


G) COMING SOON 


MAY 20 
Pirates of the 
Caribbean: On 
Stranger Tides 


STARRING Johnny Depp 
DIRECTED BY Rob Marshall 
Ahoy! Capt. Jack 
Sparrow searches for 
the Fountain of Youth, 


MAY 26 

Kung Fu Panda 2 
STARRING Jack Black, 
Angelina Jolie 

DIRECTED BY Jennifer Yuh 
Po (Black) and pals 
must defend kung fu 
itself from an enemy. 


MAY 27 

The Tree of Life 
STARRING Brad Pitt 
DIRECTED BY 

Terrence Malick 

A boy comes of age in 
the 50s, guided by 
polar-opposite parents. 


A sampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases. 
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When Melissa McCarthy was invited 
to read for Bridesmaids producer 
Judd Apatow and director Paul Feig, 
she had a clear vision for Megan, the 
gruffly self-assured woman who thinks 
a fight-club theme would be ideal for a 
bachelorette party. “I kept saying, 
‘Guy Fieri on the Food Network,” the 
actress, 40, recalls, referring to the 
rowdy, bowling-shirted chef. “I saw 

it all: cropped Dockers, athletic 
sandals, pearls, maybe a carpal-tunnel 


MELISSA McCARTHY 


THE BRIDESMAID WHO 
STEALS THE MOVIE 


Melissa 
McCarthy 


bandage.” So, utilitarian pants pulled 
up high, McCarthy went for broke in 
the audition. Yet on the drive home, 
she agonized: “I’ve blown my one shot 
with Judd. Why, why, why did I have 
to get so weird?” 

But weird won. McCarthy, perhaps 
most beloved for playing Lauren 
Grahams best friend Sookie on 
Gilmore Girls, got the part. And in the 
film, she turns a role that could have 
been cartoonish into a performance 


that’s delightfully odd and real. “I love 
an eccentric woman who's really con- 
fident,” she says. “Yes, Megan looks 
different for somebody in the movies 
who's not playing crazy, but that’s just 
because everyone in the movies is 
always in a hyper state of perfection.” 

Some prefer it that way. Last fall, in 
response to McCarthy’s CBS sitcom 
Mike & Molly (Mondays, 9:30 p.m.), 
about a couple who meet cute at an 
overeaters’ support group, a writer at 
MarieClaire.com posted a sneering 
blog item titled “Should ‘Fatties’ Get 
a Room?” in which she grimaced at 
the notion of plus-size people on TV. 
“Tn all honesty,” says McCarthy about 
the much-maligned screed, “my first 
thought was ‘Gosh, I hope she doesn’t 
have a daughter’” 

McCarthy herself has two girls— 
ages 4 and 1—with her husband, 
actor Ben Falcone. (He has a nifty 
cameo as her airplane seatmate in 
Bridesmaids.) As for her own body 
image, she’s matter-of-fact. “Please, I 
don’t throw on a dress and go, ‘That’s 
perfect!’” McCarthy laughs. “But I do 
quite often go, ‘Well, it’s not changing 
today, so just go out and have fun and 
stop worrying about it,” 

How can you not root for this 
woman, whose career opportunities 
are surging? She’s now shopping a 
script, another female ensemble 
comedy that she wrote with Brides- 
maids co-scribe Annie Mumolo. 

And Feig is developing a romantic 
comedy for her. “If an actress like 
Melissa becomes a huge movie star? 
That is a world I want to live in,” he 
says. Does McCarthy herself want it? 
“Yes,” she says. “Are you kidding?!” 
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Legion 


What is it about you 
that makes directors 
go, “Let’s cast this guy 
as a priest!”? 

| was brought up Catholic, 
but I really don’t know how 
it's happened. This is the 
last time that | can do any- 
thing with any connection 
at all with religion. 

Are you a lapsed 
Catholic? 

Very, very lapsed. 

lused to assume being 

a priest meant reading 
the Bible and caring for 
the sick. But thanks to 
you, | now understand 
that the job involves 
killing vampires and 
menacing Tom Hanks. 
That's entirely in keeping 
with the priests I met as 

a boy. 

Any constant themes in 
your priestly portrayals? 
| really don’t know—they’re 
such different films. The 


The Reckoning 


Vinci Code 


CAN'T 
STOP PLAYING PRIESTS 


He’s portrayed two men of the cloth already—in 2004’s The Reckoning and 
2006's The Da Vinci Code—as well as the Archangel Michael in last year’s 
Legion. Now, in May 13’s Priest, the British actor, 39, is avampire-slaying holy man. 
We asked Bettany: What in God’s name is going on? —CLARK COLLIS 


Reckoning is a whodunit, 
set in medieval Britain. 

| always saw Silas in The 
Da Vinci Code as sort of 
an abused child. My char- 
acter in Priest is a soldier, 
and | absolutely played 
him as a soldier. [So was] 
Michael in Legion. Religion 
is actually quite a difficult 
thing for me to key in to. 

| don’t know why people 
keep employing me for it! 
Has anyone from the 
Catholic Church asked 
you, “What are you 
playing at?” 

No. Having done The 

Da Vinci Code, I've never 
had one Catholic come 
up to me and say, “I’m 
really pissed off. I'm 
really offended by your 
performance.” 

And if they did? 

I'd say, “So, forgive me. 
That's your job!” 

Have you considered 


getting an online ordina- 
tion certificate? You 
could officiate weddings. 
That could be a really 

good business, if the work 
dries up. That could be 

the second string to my 
bow that my parents 
always wanted me to have. 
Obviously it’s just a 
matter of time before 
you're cast as God. 

How will you play her? 
Very nice! | will play her as 
Meryl Streep, who is God. 


MORE ON 
EW.COM 


(in the- 
aters May 13) 


did not screen 
for critics, but 
you can find 
our review 

at EW.com. 


Hesher 


STARRING Joseph Gordon-Levitt 


DIRECTED BY Spencer Susser 
R, 1HR., 45 MINS. 


In Hesher, Joseph Gordon-Levitt 
plays the title burnout: a long- 
stringy-haired, heavily tattooed, 
mostly bare-chested pyromaniac 
stoner who becomes the protector 
of TJ (Devin Brochu), a kid reeling 
from the death of his mother in a 
car crash. Hesher, whose arrival on 
screen is almost always heralded by 
a demonic speed-metal riff, is a 
delinquent sociopath with a heart of 
gold. That’s the false, rather cloying 
concept behind this smug indie dud, 
and it’s made all the more irksome 
by Gordon-Levitt’s one-note show- 
offy, Keanu-from-hell performance. 
As the checkout girl everyone’s got 
a crush on, Natalie Portman makes 
a winsome return to her Garden 
State gawkiness. 
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JOHN ESTES (2) 


Everything 
Must Go 


STARRING Will Ferrell, Rebecca Hall 


DIRECTED BY Dan Rush 

R,1 HR., 36 MINS. 

By Lisa Schwarzbaum 

Will Ferrell, blithe impersonator of obtuse 
elves, TV anchormen, and former presidents, 
is not the first actor one thinks of to play Nick 
Halsey, an alcoholic wretch on a bender, in 
the sober indie drama Everything Must Go. On 
one rock-bottom day, Nick is fired from his 
sales job and his wife leaves him, having first 
changed the locks and piled all his possessions 
in their suburban front yard. The sight of 
indoor stuff splayed outdoors may be absurd. 
But there is nothing at all funny about the 
pathetic mess Nick continues to make of his 
life. And Ferrell, whose vaguely uncomprehend- 
ing onscreen stare usually signals amusing 
male cluelessness to come, upends expecta- 
tions from the very first scene, as Nick sits 

in his ear, locked in a traffic standstill and 
palpably unable to endure the stress without 
a pull on his liquor flask. With characteristic 
physical fearlessness, the actor becomes a 
downward-spiraling alcoholic. No joke. 

It’s a terrific performance—one that’s 
unmatched by the rest of the movie, written 
and directed by Dan Rush. Based on Raymond 
Carver's notable short story “Why Don’t You 
Dance?,” Everything Must Go is a sweetened- 
up, padded-out scenario of hope cracking 
through a drunk’s despair. Rush’s background 
as a director of commercials is evident in his 
feature-film debut: Everything and everyone 


Will 
Ferrell 


look 10 degrees softer and more composed 


than they need to be. 


Carver's original minimalist story goes 
down in two gulps: The drinking guy sells his 
stuff to a young couple passing by. The end. 
Rush’s adaptation skips the young couple, 


expands the yard sale, and adds a cop 


who's Nick’s AA sponsor (Michael Pejfia). 
There’s also: a lonely black kid who becomes 
Nick’s protégé (Christopher Jordan Wallace; 


Christopher: Jordan 
Wallace didn’t expect to 
get a call asking him if 


see sidebar); an old high school classmate 
(Laura Dern, in a fine, subtle, self-contained 
scene) who assures Nick that he really does 
have a heart; and a neighbor across the street 
(Rebecca Hall) who’s pregnant. Despite 
Nick’s worst, hurtful behavior toward her, 
she’s willing to extend a kind of forgiveness. 
Ferrell, for his part, looks like he would have 
no problem going even deeper and darker 
than Rush could bear. Like Bill Murray and 
Greg Kinnear before him, this funnyman 


reveals serious acting chops. B= 


2009 biopic Notorious. “| 
nought acting would just be 

a one-time thing, me playing 

my dad,” says Wallace, 

who goes by C.J.“I definitely 

didn’t think | would be asked 


kid who befriends Ferrell's 


says he’s considering } 


down-and-out character. 
And now ‘the 14-year-old 


making a career out oft. 
“\like that | can surprise 


he'd like to audition for a to bein another movie.” But people this v way,” “he says. 
film starring Will Ferrell. the : Notorious role, small as “tt ‘was really expected for 
Wallace, the sonofthelate, it was, was what led Every- me to take the micand be 
great rapper Notorious thing Must Go director the rapper, but | [Want] . 
B.I.G,, playeda young Dan Rush to reach out to tocreate my own path.” 
eps od ae version of his father in the Wallace to play the quirky —Keith Staskiewicz | 
in Everything Must Go & 
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Skateland 


Shiloh Fernandez, Ashley Greene 
PG-13, 1 HR., 34 MINS. 


Like a prequel to 2009's Adventureland, 
this ripely nostalgic coming-of-age tale 
is set in 1983 in small-town Texas, where 
19-year-old Ritchie (Shiloh Fernandez) 
manages a roller-boogie rink—and loves 
it. That’s why he doesn’t want to grow 
up. The director, Anthony Burns, catches 
the flavor of the ‘80s just before its 
defining pop culture (MTV, John Hughes) 
really kicked in. The film hinges on 

too many conventional crises (a car 
accident, a divorce), but the fact that 
Burns is better at atmosphere than 
story isn’t all bad. B= —0G 


The First Grader 
Naomie Harris, Oliver Litondo 
PG-13, 1 HR., 43 MINS. 


In the Kenyan bush circa 2003, an 
illiterate 84-year-old Mau Mau freedom 
fighter (Oliver Litondo) who survived 
imprisonment during British colonialism 
joins a classroom of 6-year-olds 
learning to read, guided by a kindly 
teacher (Naomie Harris from 28 Days 
Later). The story, based in fact, is told 
with such undifferentiated, textbook- 
style admiration for African culture, 
singing schoolchildren, passionate 
instructors, and wise elders that The 
First Grader plays more like a teaching 
tool than a dynamic drama. C+ —LS 


Passion Play 
Mickey Rourke, Megan Fox 
R, 1 HR., 34 MINS. 


This underworld fairy tale is so soggy 
and sentimental it’s like a new genre: 
Hallmark noir. Mickey Rourke has 
nothing to do but mope as Nate, a jazz 
trumpeter who rescues a sexy angel 
(Megan Fox) from a circus. She really is an 
angel—wings and all. And if that sounds a 
bit much, so is the whole movie, with its 
logy, inept pace and programmed melan- 
choly. There’s one relief: Bill Murray 
plays an insecure gangster, and he’s at 
once crestfallen and threatening. Quick! 
Someone cast Murray as a major villain! 
(Also available on demand) G= —0G 


The Double Hour 
Ksenia Rappoport, Filippo Timi 
NOT RATED, 1 HR., 36 MINS. 


Nothing in this enjoyably twisty, cool/ 
hot, genre-grafting Italian psychological 
thriller by Giuseppe Capotondi is what 
it seems. And the more you try to 
solve the narrative puzzle, the more 
you may want to watch it again—or at 
least argue about what's real. Ksenia 
Rappoport and Filippo Timi won acting 
awards at the Venice Film Festival for 
their smoldering work as a Slovenian 
hotel maid and a security guard who 
meet at a speed-dating event only to 
see their budding romance interrupted 
by violence... maybe. A= —LS 


Yves Saint Laure 
circa 1961; (ifset 
Bill Cunningham 


TWO COOL 
FASHION DOCS 


By Lisa Schwarzbaum 


L’Amour Fou, Pierre Thoretton’s aesthetically 
refined portrait of the love-and-work partner- 
ship between the late couturier Yves Saint 
Laurent and Pierre Bergé, uses as its news 
peg the 2009 auction of the amassed art 
treasures collected by the couple in the 
course of their 50-year relationship. But the 
“crazy love” in the title extends beyond 

the pair’s adoration of beauty to the bond 
between the cultured businessman and the 
shy, depressive, influential designer who 
became a star in the House of Dior at the 
age of 20 before launching his own legend- 
ary line in 1961. LAmour Fou (Not Rated, 
lhr., 48 mins.) is as appropriately French 
and Proustian as 2009's Valentino: The Last 
Emperor (about designer Valentino Garavani) 
is Italian and Felliniesque. It’s also just as 
satisfying in its insight into the relationship 
between creativity, temperament, and 

(no small consideration) wealth. 

Those fou about the Saint Laurent film 
(which is also available on demand) should 
run to see Richard Press’ marvelous 
documentary Bill Cunningham New York 
(Not Rated, 1 hr., 24 mins.) and marvel 
at how the revered, self-effacing fashion 
photographer for The New York Times 
(still working in his 80s) pours his own 
crazy love for street fashion into artful, 
inspiring photos. LAmour Fou: B+ Bill 
Cunningham New York: A-=- 
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MARVEL STUDIOS/PARAMOUNT 


Also Playing 


The Beaver 
PG-13, 1 HR., 31 MINS. 


A capital-O Oddity: 
Mel Gibson is creepily 
good as a suicidally 
depressed man who 
can only communicate 
through a beaver hand 
puppet. B= —LS 


Fast Five 
PG-13, 2 HRS., 10 MINS. 


This propulsive, cheeky- 
cool Fast/Furious sequel 
is basically a heist flick— 
it’s like Ocean’s Fourteen 
starring a multiculti 
version of the Jersey 
Shore cast. B+ —0G 


Jumping the 
Broom 
PG-13, 1 HR., 41 MINS. 


Two African-American 
familes—one wealthy, 
one working-class—join 
together for a wedding, 
causing a stormy comic 
culture clash. The setup 
is formulaic, but you'll 
laugh a lot, and the 
encounters flow in alively, 
organic way. A= —0G 


Last Night 
R, 1 HR., 33 MINS. 


Keira Knightley and Sam 
Worthington play a chic 
couple whom we follow 
in parallel extramarital 
flirtations. They create a 
fragile, touching chemis- 
try. (Also available on 
demand) B+ —OG 


Madea’s Big 


Happy Family 
PG-13, 1 HR., 46 MINS. 


Tyler Perry's family soap 


opera is full of bombast, 
but it plays. B= —0G 


Prom 
PG, 1 HR., 44 MINS. 


This shrewdly whole- 
some teen film stars 
Aimee Teegarden as the 
class valedictorian and 
Thomas McDonell as the 
class bad boy. B —0G 


Rio 
G, 1 HR., 38 MINS. 


A lively but overstuffed 
animated comedy about 
a rare bird who returns 
to Brazil. C —-OG 


Something 
Borrowed 
PG-13, 1 HR., 52 MINS. 


An inane Gen-Y love 
triangle about a narcis- 
sist, her passive fiancé, 
her doormat best friend, 
and their silly little first- 
world woes. D+ —LS 


Thor 
PG-13, 1 HR., 53 MINS. 


Mighty fun. In Kenneth 
Branagh’s rousing pop- 
corn adventure, Thor 
(Chris Hemsworth), the 
hammer-wielding god 
of thunder, is a stud- 
muffin Viking Hercules. 
The movie is a god-out- 
of-water comedy with a 
stirring core. A= —OG 


Water for 


Elephants 
PG-13, 1 HR., 52 MINS. 


Robert Pattinson, 
Reese Witherspoon, 
and Christoph Waltz 
appear to be acting in 
separate tents ina 
plodding drama set in a 
Depression-era traveling 
circus. C+ —LS 


The Chart 


BOX OFFICE 


Thor 


The $150 million superhero 
movie landed in the middle 
of the Marvel pack—it 
opened stronger than The 
Incredible Hulk but lagged 
behind Jron Man and X-Men 
Origins: Wolverine. Sixty 
percent of the film’s debut 
came from 3-D showings. 
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Despite its better reviews, 
the PG-13 action flick dropped 
- ak 
: a 
$2,610 


just as much as 2009's Fast & 
al le 


Furious did in its second week- 
end. Still, the movie passed 
Rango to become the year’s 
biggest hit in just nine days. 


JUMPING THE BROOM 
While most movies suffered 
a Saturday-to-Sunday decline, 


this wedding comedy saw its 
earnings rise on Mother's Day. 
Made for only $7 million, the 
PG-13 film drew a crowd that 
was 70 percent female. 


SOMETHING BORROWED 

The opening for this critically 
panned romantic comedy, 
based on Emily Giffin’s best- 
seller, fell short of such recent 
Kate Hudson films as Bride 
Wars and Fool’s Gold. 
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DVD«Downloads 


What movies to own, rent, and stream this week BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


WHEN EDDIE 
WAS KING 


The Blu-ray edition of Beverly 
Hills Cop whiffs on extras 
but ts still a fond reminder of 
Eddie Murphy’s golden days 


O ONE WAS a bigger star 

than Eddie Murphy in 1984. 

The F-bomb-dropping, cool- 

cat comedian single-handedly 

snatched Saturday Night 

Live from the jaws ofirrele- 

vance the second he joined 

the cast in 1980. Predictably, 

Hollywood soon came 
calling, checkbook in hand. Murphy’s first film, 
1982’s 48 HRS., turned out to be a huge box office 
hit. And his second, 1983's Trading Places, was 
even bigger. Seemingly overnight, Murphy had 
catapulted from unknown Brooklyn comic to 
pop culture phenomenon—and not insignificantly, also the 
first black movie star wholeheartedly embraced by white 
America. For his third movie, Murphy was offered the 
world, but he was torn between teaming up with Bill Murray 
and Dan Aykroyd in Ghostbusters and playing a smart-ass 
Detroit policeman named Axel Foley in Beverly Hills Cop 
(1984, R, 1 hr., 45 mins.). Fortunately for us—and his 
Ghostbusters replacement, Ernie Hudson—Murphy chose 
to put on a gray sweatshirt and head to sunny California. 

Originally conceived as an action-flick vehicle for 

Sylvester Stallone, Martin Brest’s brash fish-out-of-water 
comedy is the ideal showcase for Murphy’s hip, lightning- 
quick genius. His one-liners come so fast they shoot off 
sparks. The story kicks off when Foley’s best friend is 
murdered. The pal had been working as a security guard 
for a shady art dealer (Steven Berkoff) in ritzy Beverly 
Hills. So Foley ditches Motor City and hightails it west 


Eddie Murphy 


to start sniffing around like a bull in a Rodeo Drive 
china shop. Cop is a one-man show from beginning to 
end. Whether Murphy’s hilariously playing the race card 
at the front desk of a posh hotel or trying to shake the 
pair of dim detectives assigned to shadow him, he’s 
always in control (although Bronson Pinchot gives him 

a serious run as a pretentious, unintelligible art-gallery 
receptionist named Serge). The film is a Reagan-era time 
capsule of a smooth talker who’s got the world—both 
on screen and off—on a string. Cop ended up becoming 
the highest-grossing movie of 1984, just edging out...you 
guessed it, Ghostbusters. And while Murphy’s film doesn’t 
hold up as well as that one—Harold Faltermeyer’s synth 
soundtrack feels especially dated—it does look like new 
in its Blu-ray debut. Too bad the , which include 
a director’s commentary and some making-of features, 
are leftovers from previous DVD versions. 
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DIABOLIQUE, GYPSY, THE WAY WE WERE, WEST SIDE STORY: EVERETT COLLECTION (4); THE MECHANIC: PATTI PERRET; GNOMEO & JULIET: © TOUCHSTONE/DISNEY 


Ni, AN me 
and Véra Clouzot © ~as 


DIABOLICAL 
DAMES 


French suspense maestro Henri- 
Georges Clouzot’s 1955 murder 
masterpiece Diabolique gets a 
magnifique Criterion upgrade 
Henri-Georges Clouzot was France’s answer 
to Alfred Hitchcock. His white-knuckle 
1953 classic, The Wages of Fear, followed 
four truck drivers transporting unstable 
payloads of explosive nitroglycerin. And in 
the master’s hands, every deadly bump in 
the road put you on the edge of your seat. 
Still, Clouzot’s greatest thriller remains 
Diabolique (1955, Not Rated, 1 hr., 57 mins.), 
which the good folks at Criterion have 
updated for a new DVD and Blu-ray release. 


LEGACY 


The movie's a honey. In fact, 
Hitchcock was said to be so 
envious of the film’s nasty 
collection of shocks and 
scares that it inspired 1960's 
Psycho. Poorly remade as a 
1996 Sharon Stone dud, 
Diabolique is a wonderfully 
sick and kinky film starring Paul Meurisse 
as an abusive, sadistic school headmaster 
who treats his mousy wife (played by the 
director’s own spouse, Véra Clouzot) and 
his mistress (the brassy, brusque, and all- 
business Simone Signoret) so badly that 
the two women plot to drug him and then 
drown him in the bathtub. Of course, things 
don’t go as planned. After they dump his 
body in the school swimming pool, it goes 
missing. Could he still be alive? Is someone 
trying to blackmail them? Before the cred- 
its roll, Clouzot asks audiences not to give 
away the ending, so I won't spill the beans 
here. All I'll say is that you’re in for a hell 
of a final twist. No wonder Hitchcock was 
jealous. The disc’s EXTRAS include com- 
mentaries from film buffs and historians. 
They’re fine. But the real reason to watch 
this French gem is to be scared silly. A= 


Arthur Laurents Essentials _ 


Broadway legend and Oscar-nominated screenwriter 
Arthur Laurents, who died May 5 at 93 of complications 
from pneumonia, left behind a one-of-a-kind body of 


work. Here’s a look at some of his classics. 


> ROPE (1948) Known for his later romances, Laurents 
showed early on that he wasn’t afraid of the dark, co- 
writing Alfred Hitchcock's bone-chilling mystery based on 
the sensational Leopold and Loeb murder case. 


~> WEST SIDE STORY (1961) The timeless Technicolor 
musical about forbidden love wouldn’t exist without the 
1957 Broadway smash whose book Laurents wrote. 


> GYPSY (1962) Hollywood translated Laurents’ stage 
magic to the silver screen again with this saucy picture 
about burlesque dancer Gypsy Rose Lee (Natalie Wood). 


> THE WAY WE WERE (1973) He adapted his own novel 
for the screenplay of this three-hankie Robert Redford- 
Barbra Streisand romance, which melds politics and passion. 


+> THE TURNING POINT (1977) Anne Bancroft and Shirley 
MacLaine give towering performances in a drama about 

the different paths taken by two ballet dancers. Laurents 
earned two Oscar nods, one for Best Original Screenplay 


and one for Best Picture. 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


> THE MECHANIC (2011, R) Jason 
Statham, Ben Foster The chrome- 
domed Cockney killing machine 
known as Jason Statham plays 
a hitman who terminates with 
extreme prejudice. The movie's 
not as good as that sounds. 
(Also on iTunes) C 


THE OTHER WOMAN (2011, R) Natalie 
Portman, Lisa Kudrow Director 
Don Roos’ dramatic misfire 
about a wealthy Manhattan 
lawyer's pouty second wife. 
Watch Black Swan again 
instead. (Also on iTunes) C 


THE RITE (2011, PG-13) Anthony 
Hopkins, Colin O'Donoghue Even if 
you have a soft spot for Anthony 
Hopkins’ overacting in schlock, 
this satanic thriller disappoints. 
(Also on iTunes) D 


MARRIAGE ITALIAN STYLE 

(1964, Not Rated) Sophia Loren, 
Marcello Mastroianni Italy’s va-va- 
yoomiest bombshell and its most 
charming rogue partner up in 
Vittorio De Sica’s classic marital 
comedy. Blu-ray debut. B+ 


THE THREE MUSKETEERS (1973, 
PG) Michael York, Oliver Reed, 
Richard Chamberlain Alexandre 
Dumas’ swashbuckling 
adventure gets a rollicking, 
slapstick spin in this '70s treat, 
costarring Charlton Heston 
and Raquel Welch. (Also on 
Netflix instant viewing) B 


\ ee 


COMING SOON 


> GNOMEO & JULIET (2011, G) James 
McAvoy, Emily Blunt Two pint-size 
garden gnomes from rival clans 
fall in love in this 3-D animated 
riff on the Bard. B- (5/24) 


1 AM NUMBER FOUR (2011, PG-13) 
Alex Pettyfer, Timothy Olyphant A 
mindless sci-fi teenage romance 
from producer Michael Bay that 
wants to be Twilight with aliens, 
not vamps. Zzzz... D- (5/24) 


Most grades are from EW’s reviews of 
the original theatrical release 
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O SAY IT’S BEEN A disappointing broadcast TV 

season for new scripted shows is putting it mildly. 

Only Hawaii Five-0 could be considered a signifi- 

cant ratings success, and the sitcoms have 

been wildly uneven. Here are three new shows 

closing out their seasons that I decided needed 

a second look to gauge quality control. 

HAWAII FIVE-O has shown some character 
development, with the writers realizing that the only way 
to humanize the talking surfboard as the hero—that would 
be Alex O’Loughlin—would be to have him buddy around 
as much as possible with the true, but second-billed, star 
of the show, Scott Caan. The result was that in the second 
half of the season, you didn’t necessarily care about this 
CBS show’s crime of the week, but you wanted to be in 
the car when these guys joked, argued, and insulted each 
other. Their banter has been the real action in the series. 
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BETTER WITH YOU: MICHAEL ANSELL/ABC; HAPPY ENDINGS; RANDY HOLMES/ABC; SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE; DANA EDELSON/NBC 


BETTER WITH YOU has a great advantage 
with its female stars, the charming JoAnna 
Garcia Swisher, the shrewd Jennifer 
Finnigan, and the riotous Debra Jo Rupp 
(who looks younger now than she did in 
the last, exhausted seasons of That ’70s 
Show). But the laughs don’t support the 
talent in ABC’s family sitcom, which relies 
on a lot of aren’t-men-dolts, aren’t-women- 
flighty jokes. What does it mean when my 
favorite part is the theme song by Ben 
Kweller? That these actors need to be 

cast in worthier shows. 

LAW & ORDER: LA recently relaunched with 
the departure of Skeet Ulrich and an unusual 
cast shift: Alfred Molina’s Ricardo Morales 
started out the series as a prosecutor, but 
once Ulrich’s Rex Winters was dead and 
gone, Morales decided he liked being out on 
the streets solving crime. So now he’s the 
one partnered with Corey Stoll, who plays 
TJ Jaruszalski, the hairless cop whose head 
looks like a thumb. This NBC series, part 

of producer Dick Wolf’s waning franchise, 
has actually improved in quality. Molina 
maintains a fine cop poker-face at a crime 
scene, and in the courtroom half of the 
show, Terrence Howard has found a smooth 


groove as Deputy District Attorney Joe 
Dekker. His quiet intensity works well with 
the more garrulous approach of Alana de la 
Garza’s Connie Rubirosa (imported from 
the original Law & Order—these shows are 
like Rubik’s Cubes; twist ’em and you’ve got 
a new cast!). The problem with L&O: LA is 
simply the format’s repetitive familiarity. 
As I said at the start, it hasn’t been a 
great season for rookies; here’s hoping we 
get more solid hits come this fall. 
Hawaii Five-0: B- Better With You: C 
Law & Order: LA: B 


CASEY WILSON: LIFE AFTER SNL 


Her stint on Saturday Night Live was short, but Casey Wilson’s career won't 
be, considering her genius work as Penny on ABC’s Happy Endings. We asked 
Wilson, 30, to walk us through her post-SNL highlights. -TANNER STRANSKY 


(From left) Better 
With You's Candace 
Kita, Josh Cooke, 
Jake Lacy, Edward 
Herrmann, JoAnna 
Garcia Swisher, and 
Jennifer Finnigan 


| Casey Wilson on)> 
Happy Endings; |) 
(inset) on 
Saturday Night 
Live in 2008 


LANDING HAPPY ENDINGS On the 
Friends-esque comedy, Wilson plays 
Penny, an Gberhopeful thirtysomething 
gal looking for love. “I love the idea of 
someone getting knocked down 
repeatedly, but they still believe in love,” 
Wilson says. “A lot of girls see them- 
selves in Penny—and gay guys, too. She's 
half woman, half gay man, basically.” 
EMBRACING LOS ANGELES “!’m 
getting into all sorts of L.A. things,” 
says Wilson, who spent much of her 
life on the East Coast. “I go to bikram 
yoga, | went to an astrologer recently... 
I'm accepting L.A. for who she is. 

She's a dark temptress.” 

GETTING REAL The comedian 
performed with the Upright Citizens 
Brigade for years, but her proudest 


é 4 
\ * 4 moment with the comedy troupe 
ay ¥ 


recently has been creating The Realest 
Real Housewives, a once-a-month 
show that reenacts 30 memorable 
scenes from Bravo's ridiculous reality 
franchise. “We perform them like 
serious stage readings,” Wilson says. 
“Allison Dubois, the psychic from 
Beverly Hills, quested in it. | played 

her, and she played Kyle Richards. 


WRITING MOVIES ABOUT (AND 
FOR) WOMEN After co-scripting the 
2009 Kate Hudson-Anne Hathaway 
comedy Bride Wars, Wilson co-penned 
(and will star in) Ass Backwards, a 
big-screen indie/labor of love currently 
in the works. Think Romy and 
Michele’s High School Reunion: “It’s 
basically about two overly codepen- 
dent best friends who are 30 years 
old and still share a water bed.” 
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The Fox hit invades Manhattan for 
the musical’s May 24 season 
finale. EW takes you behind the 
scenes of the Big Apple spectacle. 
BY TIM STACK 


LEA MICHELE IS BACK ON BROADWAY. The star of 
Glee and musical-theater veteran is filming the May 24 
season finale of the Fox smash inside the Gershwin 
Theatre, where Wicked is performed eight times a week. 
Her costar Chris Colfer has joined her on stage for this 
particular scene, in which their characters, Rachel and Kurt, 
sneak onto this hallowed ground. It’s an appropriate loca- 
tion for the pair, who duetted on Wicked’s signature song, 
“Defying Gravity,” early in Glee’s first season. This time 
they tackle another tune from the musical (we won’t ruin 
the surprise for you spoiler-phobic Gleeks). 

In between takes, Michele splays out on the stage and 
checks her iPhone. Meanwhile, Colfer, an admitted Wicked 
superfan, wanders around excitedly like a kid in a toy store. 
He slips backstage and opens trap doors. “For him, I think 


Brad Falchuk, who also directed the NYC-set finale. 
Colfer even gave Falchuk an education in Wicked 101. 
Says the producer, “He was very sweet about it, and 
he talked me through it. I’m still a little confused, 
but he really tried his darnedest.” For Michele, the y 
shoot was a fantasy come to life. “It was always 
my dream to get to play Elphaba on stage every 
night,” says the actress. “I was very close to 
stealing one of Elphaba’s brooms.” 

Glee fans will be equally thrilled by what 
the producers have in store for this epic 
finale, in which New Directions travel 
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it really meant a lot,” says co-creator/exec producer ry 


- -. * -». Los Angeles, pretending it’s Ohio,” he says. “That 


to the Big Apple to compete in nationals. Over the course 
of a whirlwind week of filming, the cast and crew shot at 
various New York landmarks, including Times Square, 
Lincoln Center, and Central Park. Many of these locations 
will be seen in a major musical number that finds the cast 
singing a mash-up of Madonna’s “I Love New York” and 
Frank Sinatra’s “New York, New York.” Falchuk says 

that filming in Manhattan allowed for some expan- 
sive shots of the city. “We’re [normally] either 
shooting inside a soundstage or we’re shooting in 


means it has to get very small. You can’t get too 
wide because you might catch a palm tree. So 
being in New York was like, ‘Hey, man—go 
big and go wide!l’” 
Filming at the exterior locations also 
« gave crowds of Gleeks a chance to catch 
their favorite cast in action. “I’d never 
seen New York like that before,” says 
native Michele. “New York is known for 


(Z) SAOVWI ALL39/VERVINL AVE 


OTHER PHOTOS: ROLF MUELLER/FACE TO FACE/ZUMAPRESS.COM (3) 


COLFER AND MICHELE: PPNY/GSNY/SPLASH NEWS; 


Chris Colfer and 


such anonymity for actors. To see all of our fans come out 
and support us like that, it was overwhelming.” Unfortu- 
nately, the stars also attracted the likes of some aggressive 
paparazzi. “They always knew where we were and where 
we were going,” says Falchuk. “They’d always get there 
first, and it was always the same dudes. I think by the end 
of the week it was a little bit of pressure on the actors.” 

So what can fans expect from this episode? For starters, 
the return of Cheyenne Jackson and Charice, who play 
Vocal Adrenaline’s coach and star vocalist, respectively. 


re TTT 


Agron, Michele, 
and Jenna Ushkowitz 


y Monteith 


Also look for a cameo 
from musical-theater 
icon Patti LuPone, who 
runs into Finn (Cory 
Monteith) and Rachel 
at a restaurant. And 
Matthew Morrison’s 
Will Schuester will have a dramatic solo in which he sings 
“Still Got Tonight,” one of the songs off Morrison's own debut 
album. “It’s very reflective,” Morrison says of the perfor- 
mance. “He’s kind of faced with a decision of whether he’s 
gonna be on Broadway or stay with the kids and keep going 
down that path. There’s also a lot of emotions about his rela- 
tionship with Emma and the possibility of giving up that.” 

Meanwhile, Finnchel fans will be excited to hear that Rachel 
and Finn have quite the night out together in the city. “I 
have an epic date with him,” says Michele of the sequence, 
which takes the pair through Central Park and the West 
Village. “Even I was melting inside every time I saw Cory in 
that suit with flowers. He does take her on this fabulous day, 
this amazing date. It’s every girl’s mini-romantic comedy in 
one Glee episode.” Michele also reveals that the nationals 
performance will feature more original music. How will it 
all end? Not surprisingly, Team Glee won't say. Teases Colfer, 
“T will tell you this: All the characters have major dreams 
come true in the final episode.” Adds Falchuk, “I think that 
at the end, everyone will hopefully feel real good.” m 
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SoundBites 


“It’s more 
confused than 
Larry King 
with an iPad.” 


—Joan Rivers, on Taylor Swift's 
intricate gown at the Met ball, 
on Fashion Police 


“Photos are now float- 
ing around the Internet 
of Kate Middleton's 
sister, Pippa, and she’s 
partying inabra.Ina 
related story, Prince 
William just realized he 
may have picked the 
wrong sister.” 


—Conan O'Brien on Conan 


“Then | guess 
we'll be eating 
the mood.” 


Manny (Rico Rodriguez), 
after Luke (Nolan Gould) suggests 
they eat what they kill on a hike 

on Modern Family 


“Would you like to 
borrow a mirror? 
Or aself-help book?” 


—Rival Lindsay (Parker Posey), after 
seeing Leslie's (Amy Poehler) messy 
hair, on Parks and Recreation 


“Next month, Barry 
Manilow is coming 
out with his 
first original album 
in 10 years. Also 
coming out: anyone 

who buys it.” 


—Jimmy Fallon on Late Night 
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ain The Chart | 
alas 
ce 


Dancing i — 
With the 
Stars 


After her shaky 
tango, Kendra 
was forced to 
pack up her 
dancing shoes. 


THE TOP 25 


~ 


DANCING WITH THE STARS ABC, Monday, 8 p.m. 


AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Thursday, 8 p.m. 23} 3 


AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 211 |FeZ 


NCIS CBS, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 17.9 | 


DANCING WITH THE STARS ABC, Tuesday, 9 p.m.) 16.1 


NCIS: LOS ANGELES CBS, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 142) 16 
60 MINUTES CBS, Sunday, 7 p.m. 41) B 
THE MENTALIST CBS, Thursday, 10 p.m. 14.0 5 


oo on fo uw FF WwW N 


CRIMINAL MINDS CBS, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 12.9 | 22 


I 
o 


THE VOICE NBC, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 126 | 8 


THE GOOD WIFE CBS, Tuesday, 10 p.m. | 12. - 


CASTLE ABC, Monday, 10:01 p.m. 121 | 37 


SURVIVOR: REDEMPTION ISLAND 1.0 | 9 
CBS, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 


BONES Fox, Thursday, 9 p.m. 10.9 | 18 


CSI CBS, Thursday, 9 p.m. 10.7 | 12 


THE BIG BANG THEORY CBS, Thursday,8p.m.| 10.5 | 14 


BLUE BLOODS CBS, Friday, 10 p.m. 104/| 17 


BODY OF PROOF ABC, Tuesday, 10:01 p.m. 10.2| 7 


GREY'S ANATOMY ABC, Thursday, 9 p.m. 101 | 1 


DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES ABC, Sunday,9 p.m.) 10.0 | 19 


MODERN FAMILY ABC, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 99 | 45 


CSI: MIAMI CBS, Sunday, 10 p.m. 98 | 33 


HAWAII FIVE-O CBS, Monday, 10:01 p.m. | 98 | 38 


CSI: NY CBS, Friday, 9 p.m. los] 2 


ieee 
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DANCING WITH THE STARS ABC, Tuesday,8p.m| 9.4 


SOURCE: Nielsen Media Research, week of May 2-8, 2011 ‘In millions 


@ MORE ON EW.COM 


Find fresh recaps of The Voice, 
Game of Thrones, American Idol, 
The Celebrity Apprentice, Glee, 
and more every week on EW.com 
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THE GOOD WIFE: DAVID M. RUSSELL/CBS; CASTLE: PETER “HOPPER” STONE/ABC; THE REAL HOUSEWIVES OF NEW JERSEY: ANDREI JACKAMETS/B8RAVO 


MUST WATCH OF THE WEEK 


AN 


The Good Wife 


TUESDAY, MAY 17 | 10-11PM | CBS | TV-14-DLS 


How can you possibly cap a superb season of 
NS backstabbing, flirtation, betrayal, blindsides, 
forgiveness, victories, and one speakerphone lion? With a 
season finale that elegantly ties up loose ends (no, Julianna 
Margulies’ Alicia and Josh Charles’ Will aren’t discussing 
opening arguments in that picture, but let’s just say that things 
don’t go as smoothly as you might suspect) while skillfully 
planting the seeds for next season’s drama (Alan Cumming’s 
Eli may set up shop at Lockhart/Gardner?). Tonight’s case— 
aman on trial for murdering a judge who once ruled against 
him—is a goody, but takes a backseat to the tense personal 
trials between Alicia and Kalinda (Archie Panjabi), Will 
and Peter (Chris Noth), and Cary (Matt Czuchry) and Diane 
(Christine Baranski). Best show on TV. Case closed. 


A DAY-TO-DAY 
GUIDE TO 
NOTABLE 
PROGRAMS* 


By Jessica Shaw 


\Y 16 


Stana Katic 


Castle 
ABC, TY-PG-LV 


yyeee,_- During the riveting season finale, 
Beckett's (Stana Katic) investigation 
: © — into the conspiracy linked to her 


mother’s murder reaches a critical turning point 
that will expose key secrets and spill much blood. 
More invested in the romance between Nathan 
Fillion’s author-sleuth and Katic’s intrepid 
detective? Then prep for a breathtaking develop- 
ment—and a classic cliff-hanger. The episode 
teases a Derrick Storm graphic novel. Can it be 
for real? We need some way to kill time as we 


impatiently wait for season 4. A- —Jeff Jensen 


SEASON FINALE 


90210 

The CW, TV-14-L 

Donna Martin graduates! 
Donna Martin graduates! 
Oh, wait. That was the last 
time the West Bev gang 
finished high school. 


SEASON FINALE 


Chuck 

NBC, TV-PG-LV & 

Chuck needs help from his 
wedding party to take 
down baddie Vivian Volkoff. 
Unfortunately for him, 
they're still bitter about 
having to wear peach 
paisley cummerbunds. 


SEASON FINALE 


Hawaii Five-O 

CBS 

A final showdown with 
Wo Fat. Whoa! Phat! 


SEASON PREMIERE 


The Real Housewives 

of New Jersey 

Bravo, TV-14-L 
Ding-dong, Danielle is 
gone. Even without 
extension-pulling 
drama, there’s plenty of 
Paisano pettiness from 
Teresa's sister-in-law 
Melissa and cousin 
Kathy. And, yes, appar- 
ently it is possible to 
have an estate tackier 
than Casa Giudice. B+ 


TIMES ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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TUESDAY MAY 17 


SEASON PREMIERE 
10-10:30PM 

Tosh.0 

Comedy Central, TV-14 2 
Tonight's Internet- 
shenanigans show 
should be perfect for 
people who think Daniel 
Tosh’s ruminations 
are hilarious. It should 
also be perfect for 
those who think he’s 

a smug son of a gun 
and deserves to get 
punched in the face by 
world-champion boxer 
Manny Pacquiao (as, 
evidently, that’s what 
happens). —Clark Collis 


Daniel 
Tosh 


SEASON FINALE 
8-9PM 

NCIS 

CBS 

Will the port-to-port killer 
take down Team NCIS? Or 
will the team realize it’s 
impossible to be scared of 
anyone who has multiple 
hyphens in his nickname? 


SEASON FINALE 
9-9:31PM 

Raising Hope 

Fox, TV-PG-DLV & 

A look back to when Jimmy 
was 18, referred to himself 
as Drakkar Noir, and lived 
ina grocery store. The 
living conditions | can 
tolerate. The Drakkar, 
however, is a deal breaker. 


10-11PM 

The Voice 

NBC, TV-PG-L 

Every week | feel equally 
extreme adoration for 
Blake Shelton’s personality 
and disgust for Carson 
Daly’s hair color. 


THURSDAY MAY 19 


9-10:01PM 
Grey's Anatomy 
ABCE 


at Seattle Grace have 


Recent events 
included a birth, a near death, a double 
wedding, and, alas, a musical episode, 


What more could they possibly have in store for a 


season finale? “We're taking 
everybody through the wringer 


emotionally,” hints Chandra 
Wilson, who plays the take- 


charge Dr. Bailey. That means 
Teddy (Kim Raver) choosing 
whether to follow her dreamy 


new beau overseas or stay 
with her dreamy husband- 
by-insurance-fraud, Cristina 
(Sandra Oh) dealing with 
her career-breaking snub- 
bing of mentor Teddy, and 
Meredith (Ellen Pompeo) 


WEDNESDAY MAY. 


Patricia Heaton, anda 
Atticus Shaffer 


8-8:30PM 

The Middle 

ABC, TV-PG 

Modern Family may get all the praise for being 
TV's best family comedy, but it’s the less flashy 
stepsister The Middle that consistently leaves us 
wanting more. Tonight the Heck children shine in 
their realness—whether it’s Sue’s (Eden Sher) 
horrifying swimsuit shopping trip, Brick’s (Atticus 
Shaffer) insistence that he can’t go over a certain 
bridge, or Ax\’s (Charlie McDermott) attempt to 
get a lifeguarding gig. Throw in some heartfelt 
mommy wisdom from Patricia Heaton’s Frankie 
and you've got another episode that puts the 
Middle on top. A= —Tanner Stransky 


SEASON FINALE 
8-8:31PM 

The Big Bang Theory 

CBS 

Leonard and Priya get 
their Star Trek on in the 
bedroom. Let’s ease up on j 
the eye rolling, Nimoy. ; ¢- 
| think we all know you've 
had your share of kinky 
Klingon conquests. 


SEASON FINALE 


9-11PM 

The Mentalist 

CBS 9-10PM 
It takes two whole hours, Bones 


but Red John’s mole is 
finally revealed. Next 
season: Red John sees 
a dermatologist. 


Fox, TV-14-DLV 


Wn, 
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8-9PM 

American Idol 

Fox, TV-PG-DL 

Tonight's performances 
will decide which two 
singers make it into next 
week's finale. Well, those 
and a gazillion tween girls. 


SEASON FINALE 
9-10PM 

America’s Next Top Model 
The CW 

Tyra flashes her best 
somber-but-excited look and 
announces the winner, who 
will join the illustrious 
ranks of McKey Sullivan, 
Krista White, and Teyona 
Anderson—“top models” 
you never heard from again. 


SEASON FINALE 
9-10PM 

Criminal Minds 

CBS 

The bodies of two missing 
people are found in the 
trunk of a car, and the BAU 
team suspects human 
trafficking. In traffic. 


anaz, 
mek mily Deschanel, 


y and Ryan O'Neal 


Mullet alert! Booth (David Boreanaz) 
SRS | and Brennan (Emily Deschanel) 
infiltrate a bowling league to solve a 


and Derek (Patrick 
Dempsey) pursuing 
adoption. But the Bailey- 
officiated wedding was 
so...joyfull Why didn’t they 
just end it there, instead of 
with all this messy stuff? 
Quips Wilson, “There can’t 
just be a happy ending on 
Grey’s Anatomy, can there?” 
—Jennifer Armstrong 
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SEASON FINALE 
9:01-10PM 

The Office 

NBC 

Will Jim Carrey, Ricky 
Gervais, Will Arnett, 
Catherine Tate, James 
Spader, or Ray Romano 
become boss? Sorry, but 
I'm rooting for Erin. 


murder. “I’m kinda like the missing member of Quiet 
Riot or Twisted Sister,” Deschanel jokes. “That's 
the crazy thing about Bones: It’s like, ‘We're gonna 
go undercover!’ and we’re the most conspicuous 
people in the bowling alley.” The episode's title, “The 
Change in the Game,” may be just as subtle. 

Will Booth and Brennan finally couple up? “People 
need to watch to the very end of the episode 
because things are revealed and something 
changes their relationship forever,” she teases. 
Our minds are already in the gutter. —Mandi Bierly 
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VHI STORYTELLERS: CEE LO GREEN: FRANK MICELOTTA/PICTURE GROUP FOR VH1; TIMBERLAKE: LARRY BUSACCA/KCA2011/GETTY IMAGES FOR NICKELODEON; SINBAD AND THE MINOTAUR: SYFY; 


RIHANNA: KEVIN MAZUR/WIREIMAGE.COM; JESSE STONE: INNOCENTS LOST: CHUCK HODES/CBS; THE CELEBRITY APPRENTICE: VIRGINIA SHERWOOD/NBC 


FRIDAY MAY 20 


VHI1 Storytellers: 

Cee Lo Green 

VHI, TV-PG-L GE 

The Grammy winner, 
Voice coach, and self- 
described “Atari” talks 
about why he got into 
singing (“Not for 
fame, not for fortune, 
but...for fun!”) and 
performs nine songs. 
Yes, he sings “Crazy.” 
And, of course, 
“Forget You.” You 
think that guy can go 
anywhere without 
doing that song? 


SUNDAY MAY 22 


SEASON FINALE 


Family Guy 

Fox, TV-14-DLSV £9) 
Carrie Fisher escapes the 
|-love-you-Mom tour for the 
final chapter of the Star 
Wars satire trilogy. 


SEASON FINALE 


The Borgias 

Showtime, TV-MA co 
Giovanni is forced to admit 
he's impotent. “No, I'm not 
Method!” said his portrayer. 


Ri-splendent 


The 2011 Billboard 
Music Awards 

ABC, TV-14-DL EE 
Rihanna is up for top 


“female artist” and 
top “artist.” Hey, Bill- 
board editors, 

ever heard 

the word 
redundant? 


Friday Night Lights 
NBC, TV-14-LV Ea 
A popular magazine calls 


SATURDAY MAY 21 


SEASON FINALE 


Chase 
NBC, TV-14-LV ca 


Kyle Chandler’s Coach Annie has painful childhood 
Taylor a “kingmaker.” But it memories. Kind of like the 
wasn't our magazine, so what ones where my mom made 
the heck do they know? me wear Gunne Sax? 


SEASON FINALE 
Ben Bailey: Road Rage 
Comedy Central, TV-MA 
The Cash Cab guy has road- 
related rage. He's been 
driven mad. Ah, car humor! 


Supernatural 

The CW 

All hell breaks loose when 
Sam taps into painful 
memories. Kinda like the 


ones where my mom made Season Finale 
me wear Famolares? 
Femme Fatales Saturday Night Live 


NBC ED 
Will tonight's host, 
Justin Timberlake, 


Cinemax, TV-MA 

Tonight's installment of 
this badass-chick anthology 
series is about a nurse 
confronting a psychopath 
who has taken over the 
hospital. | imagine the 
words “I'm here to put a 
catheter in” would end that 
confrontation real fast. 


get to the bottom of 
what has become 


of musical 
guest ( 
Lady Gaga's 


egg? 


Jesse Stone: Innocents Lost 


CBS c 

Tom Selleck’s brooding, boozing police chief is 
without a job in the seventh Jesse Stone TV movie, 
replaced by a pompous fool who's too easy a 
target for this deft franchise. Plus there’s too 

little of Kathy Baker as Jesse’s partner-in-policing. 
But the plot—a girl with ties to Jesse’s past is 
murdered—is a solid one. And Selleck knows how 
to play Jesse's alcoholic depression without 
becoming a tragic bummer. But when he says, “I’m 
in a dead zone,” you know he’s not just talking cell 
reception. This hero needs help. B+ —Ken Tucker 


Sinbad and the Minotaur 

Syfy, TV-14-LV 6 

The title of this bargain-bin crapfest is an outright 
lie. According to Merriam-Webster, a minotaur is a 
half-man, half-bull monster. But Sinbad’s labyrinth- 
dwelling creature is just a big bull with freaky 
spikes. Then again, don’t look for linguistic accuracy 
in a movie that mashes Greek and Arabian myth 
into a stew of bad CGI, questionable accents, 

and ambient cleavage. As the titular hero, Manu 
Bennett (Spartacus) sports oily biceps and excess 
hair gel, resembling Jersey Shore’s Ronnie cast 
adrift in the open sea. Watch with your friends 
and have a laugh. Or, you know, do anything else 
with your Saturday night. B+ —Darren Franich 


The Celebrity Apprentice 
NBC, TV-PG-L Ga 

They say there’s no 
crying in baseball, 

but there is plenty of 
it on The Celebrity Apprentice. 
If tonight’s victor is to be 
measured by the number 
of buckets full of tears 
accumulated throughout 
the season, then Meat 
Loaf is a shoo-in to win. 
More likely, however, it 
will be fund-raising marvel 
Marlee Matlin taking on 
either Lil Jon or John Rich. 
Of course, if we had our 
druthers, Trump would 
hire none of them and 
instead make flamboyant 
sign-language interpreter 
Jack Jason the surprise cham- 
pion! That's doubtful, but then 
again, for a show famous for 
some of the most absurd mo- 
ments ever to make it on TV— 
need | remind you of the Trump- 
led discussion about women 
fitting into Star Jones’ butt?— 
it’s certainly not out of the 
question, either. —Dalton Ross 


* Gi 


Marlee 
Matlin 
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Mist List 


BROWSE BY CATEGORY 


= ae 


Introducing the 
EW MUST LIST APP 


¢ Updated every Friday 
with 10 new picks 


¢ Sample and buy music, 
movies, TV shows, and 
apps from iTunes* 


¢ Stream movie trailers 
and fun videos 


* Click to visit your favorite 
websites to buy e-books, 
movie tickets, and more 


¢ Save favorite items to 
your personal Must List 


¢ Read related articles 
from EW.com 


Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, iPod touch, and iTunes are trademarks of Apple Inc, registered in the US. and other countries. iPad is a trademark of Apple Inc. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 
Content purchased from the iTunes Store is for personal lawful use only. Don’t steal music. 


MARC ROYCE/CORBIS OUTLINE 


Brad 
Paisley 


This Is Country Music 
COUNTRY (ARISTA NASHVILLE) 


RAD PAISLEY is so 
quintessentially a 
country star, it’s almost 
as if he has been 
engineered by twang- 
happy research 
scientists or tobacco- 
chewing aliens to 
encapsulate everything great about the genre. 
He’s a sentimentalist, a rocker, a traditionalist, 
a singer of gospel and goofy novelty songs, 
a proponent of family and fleshly values, 
and a flame-shooting Telecaster hero. If 
his 15-song event albums were the sum 
total of country music, it would still be a 
pretty well-developed medium. 

“You're not supposed to say the word cancer 
in a song/And telling folks Jesus is the answer 
can rub em wrong,” he announces on the title 
track from his latest (out May 24)—and he'll 
get around to doing both. But Paisley allows 
the disease- or God-averse plenty of other 
options in the variety hour that follows. 
Guests include Carrie Underwood, as his 
flame-rekindling call-and-response partner 
on “Remind Me,” and no less than Clint East- 
wood, who does steely lead whistling on the 
instrumental Western homage “Eastwood.” 

Shameless laughs come via surf-guitar 
showcase “Working on a Tan,” an ode to slacker 
hotties, and backwoods fashion statement 
“Camouflage” (“Being invisible to a whitetail 
is irresistible to a redneck girl”). 


DOWNLOAD 
THESE 


BE THE LAKE 
A girl-watching 
anthem 


EASTWOOD 
A showcase for 
Clint’s whistle 


While Paisley has a tendency 

to be too clever when he’s trying 
to be emotional, there are honest 
tearjerkers here, like the post- 
divorce lament “I Do Now.” The 
whole record plays like a best-of 
sampler—not just for Paisley, but 
for the history of the art form. 
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Music 


Ben Harper 
Give Till It’s Gone 
ROCK (VIRGIN) 


Now in his 
40sandonthe | 
rocks with 
actress wife 
Laura Dern, 
Harper finally sounds as 
weathered and tortured as his 
songs have always aspired to 
be. The heartbreak on Give Till 
It’s Gone is savage and genuine, 
and the new Tom Petty-esque 
hitches in his voice lend blustery 
songs like “! Will Not Be Broken” 
and “Dirty Little Lover” a rare 
combination of resilience 
and sadness, with plenty of 
room left over for house-on-fire 
soloing. A= —Kyle Anderson 
DOWNLOAD THESE: 
Bluesy Rock N’ Roll Is Free « 
Ramshackle jam Get There 
From Here 


NEW SINGLES 


LADY GAGA 

“The Edge of Glory” 
Gaga's inventory of ‘80s 
throwbacks now includes an 
anthem that could have been 
swoon fodder for a Top Gun 
montage. Her voice shines, 
though Clarence Clemons’ sax 
gets buried in pop afterburn, 
B+ —Christian Blauvelt 


AVRIL LAVIGNE 
“Smile” Pink took 
Lavigne's title as 
the go-to for 
potty-mouthed pop 
angst a while back, 
which is why this Max 
Martin-produced shouter 
sounds a little lightweight 
despite its crisp uppercut 
of a chorus, B= —KA 


JORDIN SPARKS 
“T Am Woman” Though 
the sixth-season /do/ winner 


Danger Mouse & 
Daniele Luppi 


Rome 


Producer 
Danger Mouse 


INDIE (CAPITOL) 
(of Gnarls Bark- 
ley fame) and 


| Italian composer 


Luppi have joined forces—and 
enlisted the vocal talents of Jack 
White and Norah Jones—to cele- 
brate their shared love of classic 
spaghetti-Western soundscapes 
ala Ennio Morricone. White and 
Jones howl as if beaten both 
by desert heat and in spirit. 
They masterfully conjure up a 
love story fit for the silver 
screen—shoot-outs and tumble- 
weeds included. A, —Brad Wete 
DOWNLOAD THESE: 
Lonesome The Rose With 
the Broken Neck « Hard-bitten 
Season's Trees 


tries her best for a female- 
empowerment dance-floor 
banger, she fails to launch a 
revolution with her repetitive 
beats and puddle-deep lyrics. 
C+ —Tanner Stransky 


DAVID GUETTA FEAT. 
NICKI MINAJ & FLO RIDA 
“Where Them Girls At” 
Mix French DJ Guetta’s 
synthy overload with 
\, woo-hoo-laced guest 
spots by both Flo 
and Nicki. Add sun 
and sand, and voila! 
The ideal early-summer 
party jam. B+ —TS 


JASON DERULO “Don’t 
Wanna Go Home” Derilo is 
less an artist than a magpie; 
he builds his latest on a manic, 
incongruous mix of Robin S’ 
1993 club classic “Show Me 
Love” and Harry Belafonte’s 


misfit rap collective Odd Future. 
That disclaimer doesn't allay the 
blow his subsequent words dole 
out: Not since early Eminem has a 
rapper delivered lyrics so vicious, 
spitting graphic threats of rape 
(“Fish/Boppin Bitch”) and murder 
(“Yonkers”), though he later 
| acknowledges that he has no 
intention of carrying them out. 
Too bad Kanye—who’s also a 
fan—already used the title last 
fall, because this is one Beautiful 
Dark Twisted Fantasy. A= —BW 
DOWNLOAD THESE: 
Fame-hating Golden « 
Voyeuristic She 


“Day-O (The Banana Boat 
Song).” But his knack for 
picking and packaging shiny 
bits of pop detritus somehow 
still works in his favor. B= 
—Leah Greenblatt 


NICOLE SCHERZINGER + 
FEAT. 50 CENT “Right 
There” The ex-Pussycat 
invites Fiddy to frolic on her 
own personal Scherzy Shore, 
purring come-ons ina 
vaguely Caribbean patois; 

he RSVPs with a laconic 
“Yes, please.” B —LG 


SIMPLE PLAN FEAT. 
NATASHA BEDINGFIELD 
“Jet Lag” Bedingfield lends 
her shiny pipes to a loud and 
surprisingly lovely pop-punk 
pounder about intercontinental 
relationships. With the next 
blink-182 album still MIA, this 
will do just fine. B+ —KA 


Tyler, the Creator 
Goblin 
HIP-HOP (XL) 
“Ym not a f---in’ 
role model.” 
So begins the 
debut from the 
breakout star of 


Tinie Tempah 
Disc-Overy 
HIP-HOP (CAPITOL) 


Tinie Tempah’s 
current lighters- 
up pop hit 
“Written in 
the Stars” 
suggests the U.K. import is just 
another B.o.B-style crossover 
king. But his Stateside bow is 
way more schizophrenic, 
loaded with future-funk R&B 
(“Illusion”), club-friendly house 
(“Miami 2 lbiza’), and skittering 
street sweepers (“Obsession”). 
That sometimes makes it 
hard to keep up, but at least 
he has the decency to reject 
inscrutable British slang in 
favor of references to the cast 
of The Hills. B —KA 
DOWNLOAD THESE: Grimy 
opener Simply Unstoppable « 
Breezy nostalgia trip Snap 
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ROCK MEMOIRS: DUDES GONE WILD 


What do the new tomes from rock & roll veterans Steven Tyler, Scott Weiland, 
Sammy Hagar, and Nikki Sixx have in common? Plenty, it turns out. —CLARK COLLIS 


THE BOOK i OBLIGATORY DRUG STORY CELEBRITY CAMEO SWIPE AT BANDMATE 
The Aerosmith While touring with “Joe [Perry, 
wild man and Joan Jett, he courted Aerosmith guitarist] 

American Idol judge her by appearing could torment me to 
snorted a gram of buck naked at her death by being so 
cocaine during a hotel-room door and stoned and looking 
} turbulent flight: proclaiming “I hate so good. He’d play 
: “Twas known from myself for loving so loud, even 
aoe eo ervaus. . then on as the human you.” She declined Helen Keller could 
by Steven Tyler DustBuster.” his overtures. sing along.” 
Stone Temple Pilots’ On Courtney Love, His own “Stoned 
notoriously with whom he says Brother Pilots” 
debauched frontman he shared a dealer: called a press confer- 
saw coke-induced “When she nodded ence “telling the 
demons: “There was out on dope, she world that because 
stomping; there never failed to do so of their junkie lead 
were actual forms sitting in a chair singer, the tour 
haar eae facing me, the faces and spreading her can’t go on. It was 
by Scott Welland of skeletons.” legs wide.” a vicious move.” 
Pre-Van Halen, Funk legend Sly Eddie Van Halen’s 
a teenage Hagar Stone once refused to house “looked like 
and a friend hold a studio vampires lived there. 
attended the 1967 door open for Hagar. I had never seen 
Monterey Pop “People hold doors a dirtier place in my 
Festival “stoned out open for me, life. It was like 
of our minds... motherf---er,” the house out of that 
RED Iwas high on acid Stone subsequently movie Grey 
for three days.” explained. Gardens.” 
Long before his He met with then Relatively mild: 
well-documented Rhode Island congress- “(Drummer Tommy 
heroin days, Motley man Patrick Kennedy Lee’s] boyish charm is 
Criie’s future about health-insurance my favorite part of 
bassist “left Seattle legislation; for him, yet on a bad day 
with a warrant for unexplained reasons, that equals temper 
my arrest (for selling Sixx brought a tantrums and 
drugs at a Rolling straight razor along the inability to get the 
* eae Stones concert).” in his boot. big picture.” 


{ ON MY iPOD 


Matthew Gray Gubler 


What’s playing in the earbuds of Criminal Minds’ brainy 
dreamboat Dr. Spencer Reid? Classic soul, new British beats, and 


GUBLER: MIKE COPPOLA/GETTY IMAGES; COOKE: MICHAEL OCHS ARCHIVES 


f alittle something frangais. 
> VIOLENT FEMMES VIOLENT FEMMES 

“| was fortunate enough to have an older sister grow- 

ing up, so | was privy to her great musical taste. The 

Cure, Violent Femmes, Depeche Mode—all these 

great, dark-wave ‘80s bands were on her wall.” 


> SAM COOKE THE BEST OF 
"There's an innocence and old- 
fashioned happiness in his music that 
appeals to me. | feel like I’m driving 
> “a~ 
Zz 


+> THE ZOMBIES “CARE OF CELL 44” 

“To me, they're the most underrated of the 60s 
British Invasion bands. Their songs are like 
dreamy rock & roll lullabies.” 


~> THE xx xx “It’s super-rare for me to be totally 
taken by modern music, maybe because I'm an old 
codger. But they're wizards of sound.” 


+> YANN TIERSEN AMELIE SOUNDTRACK 
“| like knowing that the ability to instantly feel like 


with a milk shake in a convertible to a whimsical French woman is only a touch away.” 


a drive-in movie.” 


WHO’S 
PLAYING 


ON LATE-NIGHT & 
TALK SHOWS 


Saturday Night Live 
PAUL SIMON 


Conan 


Lopez Tonight 


Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 
RANDY NEWMAN 


Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 
DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE 


Late Show With 
David Letterman 
TINIE TEMPAH 


The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno 
TV ON THE RADIO 


The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno 
IRON AND WINE 


Late Show With 
David Letterman 
BEN HARPER 


Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 
THE HEAD & THE HEART 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
CHRISTINA PERRI 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
RAMMSTEIN 


Conan 
FAR EAST MOVEMENT 


RIDAY MAY 20 


Late Show With 
David Letterman 
THE AIRBORNE TOXIC 
EVENT 


Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 
FLEET FOXES 
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JOHN RICH Rich Rocks! 
The country star (and Celeb- 
rity Apprentice contestant) 
recruits Kid Rock and Hank 
Williams Jr. for a six-track EP 
with zero use for subtlety. 
The boisterous results scoot 
mucho boot, but he did this 
stuff more joyfully with Big 
& Rich. B= —Mikael Wood 


MICHAEL GRIMM Michae/ 
Grimm Nothing on the 
America’s Got Talent winner's 
major-label debut is earth- 
shattering, but it’s consistently 
listenable: Grimm serves up a 
compelling stripped-down 
cover of Alicia Keys’ “Fallin’” 
and enlists Heart's Ann Wilson 
on the road-ready “Gasoline 
and Matches.” B —TS 


KATE VOEGELE 
Gravity Happens The 
singer-songwriter/One Tree 


Moby; 
Kate 
Voegele 


Music 


ALSO AVAILABLE: ALBUMS 


Hill actress could have 
indulged in Hollywood 
tropes; instead, she channels 
whiskey-sipping country 
(“Sandcastles”) and 
grrrl-power pop (“Heart in 
Chains”). B+ —KA 


BRANDI CARLILE Live 

at Benaroya Hall With 
the Seattle Symphony 
Carlile’s sometimes-snoozy 
songwriting has never lived 
up to her one-of-a-kind 
voice. But that’s no problem 
on this disc, which climaxes 
with roof-raising concert 
covers of “Hallelujah” and 
“Forever Young.” B+ —MW 


MOBY Destroyed The knock 
on the ambient maestro has 
always been that he only 
sounds awesome while you're 
shopping in H&M, which is 
why the entirety of his groovy 
but tepid latest’s lyric sheet 
should be “Let me see if we 
have that in your size” C —KA 


OKKERVIL RIVER J Arn 
Very Far The Texas indie 
outfit marries potent frontier 
imagery with psych-country 
shuffles that would be 
campfire sing-alongs if the 
lyrics didn’t consist of stuff 
like “A friend lies bleeding 
through his jacket.” Sounds 
like Wilco resharpening their 
Summerteeth. B —KA 
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GRADING LADY GAGA'S 
NEW “JUDAS” VIDEO 


Holy Gaga! Leave it to the Lady to make a video that 
incited controversy before a single frame of it was 
even released. Now that the clip, codirected by Gaga 
herself, is out, we break it down for you. -Ts 


00:49 We thought we'd seen every variation on Jesus and Mary 
= Magdalene—until Gaga showed up with a thorn- 
crowned Latino Jesus (Old School actor Rick Gonzalez) on a hog. 


03:39 Gaga sets her Max Factor gun to stun with a lipstick 
pistol, planting a wet one on the song’s namesake 
Judas (The Walking Dead’s Norman Reedus). 


03:51 The music halts as Gaga gets baptized, both by crashing 
bs waves (as seen here) and more Real World-meets-the- 
Bible style, during a hot-tub ménage a trois with Judas and Jesus. 


05:07 On to the grand finale: a public flogging. But we still can't figure 


out who exactly she’s supposed to be here—prostitute 
geisha or prostitute Marie Antoinette? And: Why exactly? 


OVERALL GRADE: B: 
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1-800-277-4901, ext. 3207 
Bose.com/SoundDock 


Scan this tag with your mobile 
phone to view a video. 
ww Get the free mobile app at 
+ http://gettag.mobi 


y 


(hie 


SoundDock’ Portable 


digital music system 


Enjoy music where you enjoy everything else. 
Exclusive Bose® technologies and a recharge- 
able lithium-ion battery make it easy to bring 
your iPod® music to life and share it for up to 
8 hours. So you can enjoy your music with 
spacious sound. Just about anywhere. 


ORDER BY JUNE 25, 2011, AND SAVE $40. 


TO 
BANISH HOSPITAL GOWNS. 


Within every one of us is the power to heal. It’s called marrow, and 
thousands of patients could potentially be saved by a marrow 
transplant. Join the Be The Match® marrow registry and fight 
for those with life-threatening diseases. Who knows? You could 
be the one to save a life. 


Take the first step at BeTheMatch.org. 


nw 
Me 


©2010 National Marrow Donor Prograr 
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Embassytown 
China Mieéville 


By Darren Franich 


MAN OF MANY STYLES Misitie has said he wants to write a novel in every genre. Here’s how he’s doing. 


' THECITY&THECITY | 


KRAKEN UN LUN DUN 
(2010) H (2009) i (2007) 
This novel's tentacled Miéville takes the : The author’s young- 
beast brings to detective mystery adult novel is set in 


mind the slimy horror 
of H.P. Lovecraft. 


and turns it into 
a metaphysical noir. 


an alternate, mirror 
version of London. 


HE OPENING CHAPTERS of China Miéville’s 
new novel throw you headfirst into a dizzying 
far-future landscape. You’re assaulted by 
invented words (time is measured in “kilohours,” 
children are raised by “shift-parents”) with 
very little explanation to ground you. It doesn’t 
help that Miéville gleefully shuffles the story 
back and forth across time and space. You feel 
like a visitor to a foreign country. 

And you're supposed to. The title of Hmbassytown refers 
to a settlement of humans residing in the middle of an alien 
civilization known as the Ariekei. The Ariekei look strange 
—horselike and insectile—but Miéville’s most interesting 
creation is their language: They can speak only in objective 
truth. In one of the book’s countless funny twists, they make 
a national sport out of trying, and failing, to tell lies. 

So Embassytown is really, on many levels, a novel 
about language, about how different cultures commu- 
nicate. Sound dry? Far from it. Miéville’s slow-burn 
narrative is by turns amusing and horrifying, mixing 
Philip K. Dick-esque satirical banality with a mesmeriz- 
ing vision of a society on 
the brink of apocalypse. 
Yes, it’s a bit too long. But 


MEMORABLE LINE 
“Behind us we 


LOOKING FOR JAKE 


: story thatis illustrated. 


heard the distress 
call of a last 
building left alive.” 


IRON COUNCIL ; THE SCAR 
(2005) (2004) E (2003) 
Miéville’s only The third bookinthe = = With pirates and 


collection of short 
fiction includes one 


CHINA 


: Bas-Lag trilogy draws: 
: heavily from American : 
Western tropes. 


Miéville’s swing-for-the- 
fences gusto thrills. This is 
Big Idea Sci-Fi at its most 
propulsively readable. A- 


sea creatures, this 
is a classic nautical 
quest novel. 
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SAVING HUNDREDS ON 
YOUR MORTGAGE WON’T 
CHANGE YOUR HOUSE. 
JUST THE WAY 

YOU FEEL ABOUT IT. 


$299* EASY HOME REFI” 


Lz 
FIFTH THIRD BANK 


The things we do for dreams? 


Save today and into the future with Fifth Third Bank’s 
Easy Home Refi. The average homeowner may save hundreds 
per year. Or maybe more. Plus, you enjoy a low, fixed rate ona 
fixed term. For more information on the Fifth Third Easy Home 
Refi, go to 53.com/easyhomerefi or call 1-866-53-LOANS. 


“The $299 closing costs are available only with the use of Vista Settlement Services, LLC. Subject to credit review and approval. Offer available on first lien refinances only; loan value not to exceed 80%. 
Subject to additional restrictions. Contact a Fifth Third Banking Center for more information. Rate, terms, and conditions are subject to change without notice. Borrower is responsible for cost of title coverage, 
which is based on the loan amount if Vista Settlement Services, LLC is not used. Fees associated with the payoff of a prior lien or prepaid interest on the new loan are the responsibility of the borrower and 
are not included in the $299 closing cost. In Florida, doc stamp and intanaible taxes apply and will generally range from $55 to $2,294. The total cost of these taxes is based upon the loan amount (the 
highest number is based on a $417,000 loan amount). The taxes for properties in Florida are not part of the $299 Closing Costs and are required to be paid in addition to the $299 Closing Costs. Fifth Third 
Bank, Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender. 
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Out of the Vinyl Deeps 


Ellen Willis 
CRITICISM 
By Ken Tucker 


Ellen Willis was one of the first rock 
critics. She was the first pop music critic 
for The New Yorker, starting in 1968. She 
combined a love of pop culture with a pas- 
sion for feminist theory to create a unique 
body of music writing, which finally gets 

a proper showcase in Out of the Vinyl 
Deeps: Ellen Willis on Rock Music, edited by 
her daughter, Nona Willis Aronowitz. 

The anthology leads off with a remarkable dissection of 
Bob Dylan circa 1967 (“His masks hidden by other masks, 
Dylan is the celebrity stalker’s ultimate antagonist”). Willis 
loved counterculture stars from Dylan to Janis Joplin, but also 
championed cult bands such as Joy of Cooking and the New 
York Dolls. She argued that the Rolling Stones’ “diatribe” 
“Under My Thumb” was less sexist than Cat Stevens’ conde- 
scending “Wild World,” because “Jagger's fantasy of sweet 
revenge could easily be female” as well as male. 

Willis writes with a directness 
and utter lack of fan gush, and 
her observations sound as fresh, 
as appropriate to the present 
music scene, astheydidde- J 
cades ago. Her 1971 criticism 
of pop music’s tendency 
toward “a tedious worship 
of technical proficiency” 
is as apt now about 
American Idol and The 
Voice as it was then. 

Willis died in 2006 
at age 64. This book 
resurrects a nearly 
lost, invaluable voice. A 


ELLEN WILLLS 
ON ROCK MUSIC 


: Janiggloplin 


What There Is to Say 


We Have Said 


Eudora Welty and William Maxwell 
LETTERS 


For over 50 years, lively corre- 
spondence flew between the 
great Southern writer Eudora 
Welty (1909-2001), forever 
associated with the Mississippi 
of The Optimist’s Daughter, and 
her dear friend William Maxwell 
(1908-2000), the great Northern writer for- 
ever associated with the Manhattan of The 
New Yorker. Fortified by mutual affection, the 
two kindred spirits confided about their fami- 
lies and their moods, their gardens and their 
health, and (most thoughtfully of all) about 
the hard work of writing. This deeply reward- 
ing collection, gracefully edited by Welty’s 
biographer Suzanne Marrs, serves not only 
as an epistolary feast for literary fans but 

also as a confidence booster for aspiring 
writers everywhere. A-—Lisa Schwarzbaum 


ALICEWALKER %& 
ON HER CHICKENS “* 


The Color Purple’s author has written 
anew book about raising poultry in her backyard. 
Huh? -Ke\TH STASKIEWICZ 


Our first reaction to Alice Walker's 
The Chicken Chronicles was 
“What the clucke” But Walker's 
quasi-memoir about raising 
poultry is part of a growing trend. 
(Upcoming chicken tomes include 
The Homesteading Handbook and 
The Feast Nearby.) In the book, 
Walker refers to her flock of 38 birds 
as her “girls” and offers poems and 
letters addressed to the creatures, 
which, for the record, she doesn’t 
eat. That would just be fowl. 


ee 
— 3h 
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Jo Nesbo 


IS JO NESBO THE NEXT 
STIEG LARSSON? 


Norway's Jo Nesbg (pronounced You NESS-buh) and his gritty detective Harry Hole are 
huge overseas. As The Snowman hits the US., the author, 51, talks to us about building 
suspense, dissing Braveheart, and handling Hollywood. —ROB BRUNNER 


Your hero, the detective Harry 
Hole, is considered an “arrogant, 
argumentative, unstable alcoholic” 
by most of his colleagues. Do you 
find him likable? 

Basically I like him, but I do find him 
annoying from time to time. I can 
see myself in him in some situations. 
He’s a melancholic, romantic kind of 
guy, and I can relate to that. 

The Snowman is very suspenseful. 
How do you create that tension? 
From a young age I was easily 
scared by horror movies and ghost 
stories. When we went for a sum- 
mer holiday, the other children 
would ask me to tell ghost stories. I 
thought it was because they thought 


they told me it was because they 
could hear the fear in my voice when 
I told the stories. So I think it comes 
naturally. You have to somehow be 
scared yourself. 


There are a lot of references to 
American pop culture in your 
books. When you work in men- 
tions of Ryan Adams or Starship 
Troopers, is that you plugging 
stuff you love, or are you just 
imagining what Harry would like? 
Oh, that’s me talking. That’s one of 
the, what do you call it, fringe bene- 
fits: You can put your own taste in 
popular culture into the conversa- 
tions, have him express your own 
opinions, like Braveheart being the 
worst movie ever to win an Oscar 
for best movie. 

You started writing at age 37. 
What were you doing before that? 
It was a long journey. I thought I was 
destined to be a professional [soccer] 
player, but then I broke the ligaments 
in both knees. I formed a [band] with 
my brother and started working as a 
stockbroker. Our second album was 
a huge success. I had this strange 
idea that I wanted to keep my day job 
as a stockbroker, but I got totally 
burned-out. So I went to Australia, 
and while I was there I wrote my 
first novel. I’d seen friends start 
writing this big European novel 
they were never able to finish, so 

I wrote a crime novel. I thought 

I'd write something that was easy, 
that wouldn’t take too long. I was 
surprised and even scared when 
somebody wanted to publish it. I was 
like, “Hey, wait, are you sure? Can I 
have another try and write some- 
thing completely different?” 


HIS HOLLYWOOD DEAL 


Indie powerhouse Working Title is making Nesbo’s latest book into a film. —RB 


Nesb¢ planned to wait until he was done with all of the Harry Hole 
books before turning them into movies, but then he got a call 


from Working Title. “Their opening line was they made the 
Coen brothers’ Fargo, which is one of my favorites,” says 
the author. “I said | would need a veto when it comes to the 
screenwriter and the director. They said no. But then they 
came back last year and agreed.” So who should play 
Harry? “I've thought about it for a long time,” says 


Nesbg, “and | have no idea.” 
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[ I was a brilliant storyteller, but later 
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QUICK TAKES 


I'll Never Get Out of 
This World Alive 
Steve Earle 


Doc used to be a real 
doctor, but by the time 
we meet him in San 
Antonio in 1963, he's 
a gruff, morphine- 
addicted hack 
performing abortions 
and other illegal surgeries—and being 
haunted by the ghost of a former 
patient and fellow junkie, Hank Williams. 
Earle (a hell of a songwriter himself) has 
written a deft, big-spirited novel about 
sin, faith, redemption, and the family of 
man. Some characters tilt toward cliché— 
the angelic Mexican girl who tries to 
save Doc, the lunatic priest who tries 
to destroy him—but you keep reading 
and you keep believing. B+ —Jeff Giles 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


Vaclav & Lena 
Haley Tanner 


cute but slight, with 

10-year-olds Vaclav 

and Lena exploring a 

proto-romance to the 

odor of borscht and 

the lilt of mangled 
syntax in Russian-immigrant Brooklyn. 
Then Lena suddenly leaves under murky 
circumstances and the book heads for 
something darker and deeper, especially 
after the story jumps forward seven 
years and the couple reunite to grapple 
with the past and, possibly, feel their 
way toward a future. Vaclav and espe- 
cially Lena never quite cohere into three- 
dimensional characters, but Tanner is a 
gifted-enough storyteller to bring some 
real emotional heft. B+ —RB 


>NEW 
HARDCOVERS 


DOES THE NOISE 

IN MY HEAD 
BOTHER YOU? 
Steven Tyler 
MEMOIR 

The hard-living 
Aerosmith frontman 
and American Idol 
judge talks sex, drugs, 
and occasionally even 
rock & roll in his 
no-holds-barred 


autobiography. B+ 


THE GEEKS SHALL 
INHERIT THE EARTH 
Alexandra Robbins 
NONFICTION 

Nerds, do not despair. 
Robbins’ new book 
examines why those 
who aren't cool in high 
school tend to do so 
well after graduation. 


THE MAN IN 

THE GRAY 

FLANNEL SKIRT 
Jon-Jon Goulian 
MEMOIR 

Goulian writes poi- 
gnantly about reconcil- 
ing a law degree with 
his penchant for wear- 
ing women's clothing. 


Before he was POTUS, 
he was a mother's son. 
Scott sketches out the 
unconventional life of 

Barack Obama's mother. 


WHAT HAPPENED 
TO GOODBYE 

Sarah Dessen 

NOVEL 

Best-selling YA novelist 
Dessen returns with 


the story of a girl who 
reinvents herself each 
time she moves. 


>NEW 
PAPERBACKS 
THE PASSAGE 
Justin Cronin 
NOVEL 

Cronin’s bloody and 
bloody good vampire 
epic is in paperback 
just in time for the 
beach. A= 


Grades are from EW’s reviews of the original releases 


The Chart 


HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS 


‘Tina 


Bossypants 


As this year’s go-to Mother's 
Day gift, Tina Fey’s hilarious 
collection of essays occupies 
the No. 1 spot for the fourth 
straight week. 


NONFICTION TOP 10 


9 
10 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


FICTION TOP 10 


BOSSYPANTS Tina Fey 


THE DUKAN DIET Dr. Pierre Dukan 

It’s almost summertime, and people are trying 
their hardest to make sure they'll be able to fit 
into that swimsuit. How do we know? No less 
than three diet-oriented books are among the 
10 top-selling nonfiction books this week. 


20 YEARS YOUNGER Bob Greene 


STORIES | ONLY TELL MY FRIENDS Rob Lowe 
Lowe shares some Hollywood tales in his new 
memoir, but he isn’t the only actor peddling 


anecdotes: There's also Gwyneth Paltrow 
(No. 10), Shirley MacLaine (No. 14), Tyrese 
Gibson (No. 18), and Ashley Judd (No. 21). 


UNBROKEN Laura Hillenbrand 


THE SIXTH MAN David Baldacci 
Another surefire sign that summer is on the 
way? An army of beach reads have invaded 
the chart, led by those masters of lounging 
literature Baldacci, Woods, Connelly, Clark, 
and Roberts. As a result, spring’s batch of 
literary fiction is falling down the list. 


THE GIRL WHO KICKED THE HORNET’S NEST 
Stieg Larsson 


i(t}) SHE WALKS IN BEAUTY Selected by Caroline Kennedy 


SOURCE: Publishers Weekly, week of May 4-10, 2011 
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Lindsay Lohan denies becoming a 
Scientologist. “Please take her,” 
says Kabbalah. “What if we threw 

in Demi and Ashton, too?” 


~ BROTHERS _ 
ESISTERS 


HOUSE WIVES 


Paging Dr. Kevorkian. 


» ey al 
fatique 


CSI's Marg Helgenberger 
calls Justin Bieber “a brat.” 
“Even the corpses hated 
him,’ she adds. 


“First | want to 
acknowledge that this 
week we finally van- 
quished one of the 
world’s great villains. 
And |, for one, am 
thrilled to say ‘Good 
riddance’ to Katie 
Couric.” —Sarah Palin 
(Tina Fey) on 
Saturday Night Live 


The British 2 are 
coming! The 
British are 
coming..and they 4 
don't know 


ear Writers of 
- ieia Its. 


how to ‘dress! 
(Exhibit A: Chery! | 
Cole from The 
X Factor.) 
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GOSS ee 


Se 
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“The Edge of Glory” y ie ~ 
with notes of BSE 
jasmine, vanilla Bese 

Bradley Cooper and Ryan Gosling - nd no ; discer Sane + 


may team for new film. Now, this would 
be a3-D project we can get behind: 


You've got eight pairs 
of eyes to help you and 
you still left the house 
gbbkina | like this? 


Charlie Sheen plans overseas 
tour. Aren’t there laws against 
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exporting toxic waste? A 
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Mornings age 
J o 
the n't be | rN Jilian Michaels to be & corre- 4 | 
eason 15 0 spondent on Dr. Phil: Now B: 
- e Same South Park has proved you can get verbally abused = #4 
without you." to be disgusting, and receive treatment for Af 
: appalling..and hilarious. —_jt—all on the same show. 882 
\ ey 
§z8 
232 
E95 
ig 
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AL 139, 2 
ahaa. 
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Michael Boltoi 
appears on appears on the appears in 
Saturday Night Live. RachaelRayshow. a mug shot. 


Ava nays 3 
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17 
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Celebrity couples \ 
who renew their 
vows ad nauseam i 
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The '8Os-tastic 
sax solo in Gaga’‘s 


be? 
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1) “7 Trees launch class- ‘ed o5 
action suit for . ER 

needless genocide. x5 
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Watch Extra 
every Friday (check local listings) for more on the 
celebrities and stories featured in Bullseye 


Tae ee ee 


Gives you efficient gear changes. 
PowerShift6-Speed Automatic Transmission” 


be 
- 


Gives you 
responsible power. 


2.0L GDI Engine Ge) Gives you more, 


Gives you gas-saving “so youcan consume less. 
: aerodynamics. EPA-estimated 40 mpg hwy 
Active Grille Shutters” SE with SFE Package? 


ALL-NEW FOCUS. 


ford.com 


*Optional. **Included with select models and packages. See dealer for details. = 
'EPA-estimated 28 city/40 hwy/33 combined mpg. Drive one. 


Finally. 
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YouTube Stocks 


The amazing iPhone, now available in white. 


@ iPhone 4 


©2011 Apple inc. All rights reserved. 1-800-MY-APPLE or www.apple.com. 3G not available in all areas. Wireless service plan required. 


